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CHA. MARLOW, Naa, to Col. ASCOT. 


o * * 


2778 Park- Street · ö 
-U 8 T etre dt Weſtbury 
Green, I ſeize this moment to tell 
5 that I could have lived there 
for ever, had not my father's poſitive 
commands to meet him at Aſhfield 
hurried me up to London. Lou will 
aſk me, perhaps, if there was a neceſ- 
U . . 


Lia 


ty for my father's having recourſe to 
the imperious mode of writing, to make 


me attend him. Certainly not : but 
his peremptorineſs, I imagine, was 


occaſioned by his earneſt deſire to ſee. 
me, after an abſence of three months. 


It is more probable, however, that I 
miſconſtrued his urgent expreſſions into 


commands, becauſe I was loth to quit 


a place where 1 had taſted ſo much 
pleaſure. 


I ſpent my time at Weſtbury Green 
with ſuch a woman, Aſeot! I ſhall 
certainly ſigh after her for the reſt of 
my life, if I have it not in my power 
to call her mine. But why ſhould I 


indulge ſuch a mortifying idea! She 


never frowned on me, till ſhe ſaw I 
was going to leave her. This was no 
Proof of her averſion, in my opinion: 


perhaps I behold things in too fa- 


vourable a light. How ſtrangely I 
talk! you will. ſay. Prithee excuſe my 
5 em- 


o 
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mblings and inconfiſter cies- 
ene at preſent the adde of 1 my 
idolatry; 1 can think, I cari talk, I can 
write, gf nothing but ber. Vou are 
quite a Kranger to Clara Walton, I 
know; hut as J can no longer ſce her, 
no longer hear her, I nuſt write about 
her. 1 * the beauties of her 
perſon, or th 2 qharms gf her conver- 
ſation, is impoſithle. Ichall injure the 
original too much by attem pting a 

cy s and yet I cannot reſtrain myſelf 
from giving you a ſketch of the lovely 
diſturber of my peace. She is tall, and 
fair; ber eyes are of a dazzling blue, 
and there is generally that ſort of lan- 
guiſhment in them, which Lely, it is 
moſt probable, thought irreſiſtibly be- 
witching, as he has diſtinguiſhed bis 
Venuses by it. Her ſmiles are inex- 
preſſibly alluring ; her each look, her 
g 1 q every geſture in ſhort, the i is, all ta- 
gether, the moſt enchanting woman I 
ever met with. She and her mother 
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(who-is very agreeable alſo) came down 
to Sir William Cooper's in about a week 
after me. Mr. Walton, who has been 
dead a little more than a year, was 
Secretary to Sir William, and gfeatly 
eſteemed by him. The regard Which 
Sir William felt for Mrs. Walton, he 
has transferred to his widow and daugh- 


ter; and Lady 5 the is „„ 
obliging to them both: ' | 


lotttet U '3 


Well may China. make- her o.] nꝛ r 
envious: her, beauty attracts every 
creature's attention: thoſe who envy 
her for it the moſt, cannot help doing 
her uſtice. On ſecond thought, I am 
not: ſorry that my father ſent for me; as 
I. wiſhed; to let him know how much 1 
was enamoured with Miſs Walton: and 
as Lean make him more ſenſible of her 
charms in a converſation with. him, 
than by the moſt, laboured letter in the 
deſcriptive. ſty le, J. rejoice at the op- 
portunity. I ſhall be glad however to 
return, as deen as 1 have gained 7 con- 
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ſent . to pay my addreſſes, leſt ſome 
happier man ſhould, availing himſelf 
of my abſence, ſtep in and win her 
from me v for, though I have diſcoyered' 
my paſſion, for her in every way, but 
that which gives the moſt convineing 
proof of a loxer's ſincere attachment, 


the cannot be properly ſaid to be ſure of 5 


me, and may not poſſibly therefore Wait 
my return, ſhould eligible overtures be 
made to her. Ido not indeed believe, 
that ſhe is herſelf in a hurry to change 
ber name; but her mother would cer- 
tainly be glad to ſee her happily diſpoſed 


of, as there is little or no fortune 


between them; conſequently the ſooner 
and more adyantageouſſy Clara is mar- 
red, the better it will be for Mrs. Wal- 


ton, a$ ſhe wil then bave the. more for 


her own uſe... Dependence 18, at all : 
times, an uncomfortable ſtate, eſpecially : 


to women, and women who have lived 


in affluence, as they are prevented, on 
account of their ſex, from doing many 
2B 3 | things 


— 


— 


at 


— . ——————ß——.— 
7 


——̃ my, 
3 — 
2 * 

* ” 


Ab. 


; 2 FA 
NS — 


L. 6. J 


things which men are capable bf, for the 


improvement of their fortunes. But to 


ſee ſuch a lovely girl as Clara forced to 


have recourſe to any occupation, is to 


ſee her expoſed to innumerable miſ- 


chiefs. How happy ſhould I reckon 
myſelf, could I ſnatch her from her pre- 
ſent dangerous, becauſe ſtraitened, ſitu- 
ation, and make her as bleſt as ſhe de- 
ſerves to be ! Yet, while I linger here, 


a more fortunate man may outſtrip me, 


and carry off my prize, I could not, 
however, let my people go any farther 


without reſting, though my impatience 
to hear my father's commands, and to 


return on the wings of love to the place 
which contains the miſtreſs of my heart: 
was exceſſive, My father will not, I 
imagine, part with me as fooh as I with 
to leave him; you may therefore expe. 
another letter from | 


40 5 A Yours, fincerely, _. 


1 | Chanues Waben 
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From the SAME to wy SAME. 


| Aſhficld. 
Was but too right in my conjec- 
tures; my father detains me here, 
and for the very buſineſs about which 
Lam ſo eager to be gone. How unfor- 
tunate am I in the firſt wiſh of my life! 
My father wanted to ſee me, in order to 
propoſe another lady #0 me for a wife, 
though I have aold him that I am ſin- 
cerely in love, and that my heart. is un- 
changeably engaged to the moſt charm- 
ing of wamen, He wall not part with 
me till I have ſeen the woman of his 
chaice, who i, he aſſir ms, with a fits 


able fortune, the beſt and moſt amiable 


creature an the world. He does pot pre- 
de- 


. 1 


declares, that for underſtanding, ſweet- 


neſs of temper, and goodneſs of heart, ſne 


is not excelled by any of her ſex. I am 
very ready to ſubſcribe.to his declara- 


tions; but as I am paſſionately fond of 


another woman, I cannot poſſibly think 


of marrying her: I have told my father 


ſo, adding, that I ſhould do her the 
greateſt injuſtice by engaging myſelf to 
her, with a heart not in my own power. 
I have told him too, that he would very 
probably admire the woman of my 
choice, as much as I do myſelf, were 
he but as ſenſible of her uncommon 
merit as I am. Vet in vain do I paint 
che charms of Miſs Walton's perſon, the 
beauties of her mind, and the graces of 
het behaviour: Mill ſhe is not Miſs 
Haſtings ; that is, ſhe is not the woman 
whom be has choſen for me; and I muſt, 


by compulſion, wait till his paragon of 


her ſex arrives, though I certainly ha- 
zard ths loſs of my own, 4 My father is a 
Ab character: mo is, What the 


world 
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World will, call, the beſt: of, parents. 
He has, 1; muſt; own, till 72 e 


extremely ind ulgent .to 


years, enjoyed, his, indulgence ?;; Vet I 
cannot. helpfit; nor, can I. bers inse 
fuſe to, ſee, this, fayourite of his, though 

Iam half-mad that I cannot ſhew. him 
mine; at leaſt, | that. 1 cannot, while I 
am obliged to remain here, let her know 
how fincerely I am attached to her. I 
cannot,, as J have made no direct over- 
tures to her, properly deſire her to be ſo 
infinitely condeſcending as to wait for 


me, eſpecially as I know that my father 


is actually treating with another woman. 
I am therefore in a great hurry to ſee 
her, that I may return to Sir William 
Cooper's, being aſſured that I ſhall not 
like Miſs Haſtings. I certainly ſhall 
not prefer her to Miſs Walton : it is, 


indeed, impoſſible for me to give her the 


preference. Were I capable of chan- 
Sing ws mind, with regard to _ Wal- 


— 7 


10 
töß, 10 ſüddelny, 1 Wound be the mot 
Keke of all ümän beings. I am Afraid, 


however, Hat my conſtancy will Cöſt 
me gear, 25 my father, I fee, will not 
be eafily pre re valled on to give up the 


point, even chough 1 Thoüld bring kim 


actiuainted with'a Woman much more 


deſerving, "han ber on whom be” has 
ixed, of the afeRtion of 
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"LE T TER III. 


Sir CHARLES) —_—— 


Am very "ah afraid that the plan 
for ſettling my ſon Charles happily, 


which I have long dwelt: on with plea- 
ſure, is entirely overſet. I have only 


waited, you knew, till the. lady I. de- 
ſigned for him was of a ptaper age 10 


undertake the charge of a family; for 
the management of which, girls who 
marry while they may be reckoned chil- 
dren, can never, in my opinion, be fit. 


While 1 have been waiting to give 


Charles a woman who could not fail, 1 
thought, of making him happy, he has, 
I am afraid, choſen fer himſelf one ho 
will make him much otherwiſe. Haws 
ever, as I with, not to. wrong i choice, 
nor have him leſſen mine, l han keep him 
from 


| . Ro 
from ſeeing Miſs Haſtings, and from re- 


turning to Sir William Cooper's, till I 


have received an anſwer to the enquiries 


I have made relating to Miſs. Walton, 
who is there upon a viſit ; or rather, I 


believe, as a dependent on Lady Coo- 
per; a ſituation by no means deſirable 
for her who is to be the wife of ny ſon; 
though the mere want of fortune will 
not, I aſſure you, oblige me to refuſe 


my conſent to his addreſſing Miſs Wal- 


ton, if ſhe has every virtue to make 
him happy : bur till I am convinced 
| thatſhe is ſoeligible a character, I can- 
not think of giving my conſent; and 
even then J ſhall be ſorry for his not 
having ſeen Miſs Haſtings firſt, as ſhe, 
I think, has more attractions than any 


woman I have yet met with, my own. 


dear Maria excepted, who was une- 
qualled by any of her ſex. I am ſome- 
times, I confeſs, ſo ambitious as to de- 
fire to ſee my daughter ſucceed my wife 


> Bretton, 5 


in zee ſenſe, and beauty. Tell me, 
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Y = are 1 — | 
-learnt from very good author ty 
that Miſs - Walton, though ſhe has a 
ſhowy perſon, and a ſpecious behaviour, 
is by no means the character I would 
chuſe for my ſon, having an intolerable 
| ſhare of pride, vanity, and caprice, 
with an immoderate fondneſs for dreſs, 
public diyerfions, - and all . kinds of 
expenſive pleaſures ; - that ſhe: 45 alſo 
a paſſionate- admirer of her own pretty 
face, and conſequently , is, very eager 
to ſee herſelf difingniſhed by every man 

who 
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who domes in cher ways that well 
knowing her deficiency in point of 
fortune muſt deprive her of all the 
amuſements ſhe ſighs after, ſhe has 
been, for ſome time, looking out for 
a young man of faſhion and fortune, 
who, by marrying her, might place 
her in a ſituation to enjoy every with of 
her heart; that juſt before ſhe loſt her 
father, who had a place under Sir 
William Cooper, ſhe had hopes of 
martying a Mr. Burton; but chat be, 
finding on her Fathet's death ſhe afl 
nothing, Knigge too khat her mother 
had x very nariqw iincorte, deferted her; 
aud that his defertion made her — 
more defirous tu fecure my Charles. 
Lam certaim that ſuch a woman can be 
as Iittle fuitabie to Bim, as the' is agree- 
dle to mr: Thavetherefore told Him all 
1 have heard about her, and fhrreared 
kim to defiſt from the purſuit of what 
melt inevitably end in his ruin: I have 
alto alfuted- kim that the loſs of ſo un- 


deſerving 
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* dqeſrtvity à Wötman, Will be witiply 
3 ſuppfied by the'amiable Jop: But He 
[| will abt at preſent fifteh to me. 1 
cannot indeed epect him to abandon 
alt thoughts 'bf Mils Walton imme - 


* diately; by ſo doing he will Uifeover © 
4 too light and Volatile a diſpoſition: I 


do not wifty him to change the woman 
whom he thinks deſerving, for her 
who is, he hears, ſtill more ſo, without 
being convinced that he is miſtaken in 
her. At the ſame time, however, I 
would have him poſſeſſed of ſufficient 
penetration to diſcover whether it is Miſs 
Walton's pafhon for him, or for his 
fortune, that attaches her to him; I. 
would have his eyes open to the more 
ſolid perfections of the woman whom 
nobody condemns, whom every body. 
indeed, admires. I ſhall inſiſt upon 
his ſeeing Miſs Haſtings, upon his 
- | converſing with her, before J conſent 
4Y to his going back to Weſtbury Green; 
4nd even thew ſhall tell him, that I 


expect 


r 
expect him, o his return to that place, 
not only to, break off, his attachment to, 
but all acquaintance with, a girl whom 
I cannot approve; becauſe 1 is not 
worthy , of being; bis. wife, 1 r. the 
daughter of, 37 nich td : ue 
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TOW e is my fate! My 
father heard me with the greateſt 
ts without the leaſt inter- 
ruption, while I'tavas painting the 
charms, the perfections of Miſs Wal 
ton; but as ſoon as: I ttad finiſhed, he 


ſeized that moment to: make a moſt 


minute enquiry after her; and as ſuch 
beauty as hers ever produces a conſider - 
able deal of euvy, he heard a character 
of her, which, were it a Juſt one, muſt 
ever exclude his approbation of an 
alliance with her; which, could I give 
credit to it, would oblige me to think 
no more about her: but, as I am 
ſtrongly induced to believe that the 

account my father has received, pro- 
7 ceeds 
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ceeds from ſome malicious woman, 
zealous of her ſuperior excellence, or 
from ſome envious man, deprived of 
the heaven of her love; I muſt be very 
well aſſured of the authenticity of that 
account, before it can have any weight 
wich me. I muſt at the ſame time 
cofifeſs, that Miſs Haſtings is ſufficiently 
handſome, ſenſible, and delicate, but 
deſtitute of _ Walton's allurements; 
me will never, I am thoroughly per- 

ſuadecꝭ eraſe the impreſſion which thoſe 
allurements havé made on my heart.— 
No, George, as you are my fff friend, 
£38 ſhe the firſt, the only favourite of 


van 
CuAkLzSs MarLow., 
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Miſs is HASTINGS to Mrs, SAUNDERS. 
UE ſo much dreaded hour is ober, 
my friend: your poor Sophy's 
apprehenſions are all verified. Mr. 


RN " Marlow not otily mer me, but quitted 
me, with an indifference which has con- 


vinced me of the truth of what 1 long 
believed, though you always denied it; 

that you are a Hatterer, and that T Rave 
nothing in me àgreeable endugh to 


attract the regard of fo good a EM of 


Women, as 1 Believe this amiable man 
td be, as he Teems to be entitely of my 
own Way of thinking, by hot diſcovering 
any thing extraordinary. Let me do 
my Henrietta juſtive, however; I can- 
not ſuppoſe that it Was ber want of 
Wee which occafioned the ca- 

pital 


iT 20 3 
pital miſtake ſhe . about me: I 
attribute it entirely to the partiality of 
friendfhip, which would not permit 


her to ſee any imperfections in her 


Sophia, but which forced her to fancy 
merit where there was none. What 


happineſs had I enjoyed, had you been 
right, my kind friend; had I been 


AT 2 70 of thoſe graces, WP 
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Re true: hors. a8 we 4 really are; 
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aud as he found me to fall very! far ſhort 


-of what he expected, he never deſires 
to ſee me again. Now I am quite of, 
| another WAY. of thinking: diſappointed 


as I am, 1 ſhould be, extremely glad to, 


make an acquaintance, .nay,: to com- 


mence a kriendſhip with | bim, being 


pretty ſure. it would be totally of the 
Platonic fort; ;. at leaſt, on his fide; and. 


Jou. know me too, well, 1 dare ſay, to 


I imagine. that I ſhall be the firſt to break 


through. 


3 


{ 2 I 
through the bounds. he bas h 
me: It has always appeared to me rather 


ſtrange, that young people of op poſi te 
ſexes are ſo frequently forbidden to 


| converſe together, unleſs there are ſome 


deſigns to unite them. On the con- 
trary, I am of opinion, that their 
indifference to each other is an inſurance 
of their ſafety : and as men generally 


have, or ought to, have, more ſenſe 
and knowledge than women, they 


muſt certainly be more deſirable com- 
panions to them; more uſeful, as well 
as more. entertaining, than perſons: of 
their own ſex. . Have I not fairly proved 
that Mr. N arlow 18 both, a very ſafe; 
and a very. proper acquaintance for we? 
There! is not the ſmalleſt danger of his 


taking a fancy to me; and you will 


not, I hope, ſuppoſe me capable of 
beginning firſt. As. a brother, and 
as a friend, x 4 think - 1 could eſteem 


| him; - I could eyen feel ſomething 


more, if neceſſary. But what am I. 
ſaying! 


£ 22 J 
Gig Tog much, I am ſure: it is 


therefore N time for me to con- 
| Fours * en afliongtly,. 
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LETTER n 
Sir CHA. MARLOW wr E TrOx. 


Have ald and Gott every ching in 

1 my power, to prevail on my ſon 
to think no more of Miſs Walton. In 
order to induce him the more fron gly 
to comply with my defte, 1 une 
him to Miſs Haſtings. | He affects to 
do all poffible Juſtice to the latter, 
but he till perſiſts in giving | the pre- 
ference to the former. What can be 
done with ſuch an obſtinate boy? He 
tells me that he is ſure,, if I was to ſee 
| _ converſe with Mi Walton, I 1 
ſhould 
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ſhould not with him to 1 75 woman 
ſo exquiſitely pleafing. anſwer is, 

that I have not ſo bad an opinion of his 
taſte, as to ſuppoſe I ſhould find her 
diſagreeable; but that, were ſhe the 
moſt engaging creature in the world, 
I could not think a woman ſo full. of 
pride and vanity, fo fond of diverſions, 
ſo aſſiduous to gain admirers, ſo eager 
to ſhow herſelf in public, with a diſ- 
guſting parade and oſtentation, fo 
proper a wife for bim as Miſs Haſtings, 
who, with as many perſonal charms, 
was far ſuperior to her rival, by her 
diffdence and her delicacy, her intel- 
lectual attainments, and the virtues of : 
her heart. She has not, I believe, a a 
fault, of which a reaſonable huſband 
could complain. But there is no con- 
vincing Charles: all I can draw from 
him is, that though he cannot marry 
Miſs Haſtin gs, he. will not marry Miſs 
Walton till 1 have ſeen her, at leaſt: 
he earneſtly entreats me to ſee her as 


ſoon 
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"OO as ſhe. leaves Weſtbury PER 


How ſorry : am I to find a young fellow. 


of his ſenſe and diſpoſition, ſo infatuated 
with an artful girl, who will marry 


him only with a view to increaſe her 


own conſequence, and ſettle herſelf 
advantageouſly in the world! On the 
other hand, Miss Haſtings can have 

no fach inducements: beſides, ſhe loves 
him, I am ſure ſne does; I ſaw. her 
change colour at the indifference which 
he ſtrove not to conceal: and when 1 
called upon her a few days afterwards, 4 
ſhe ſpoke. of him in terms which plainly 


diſcovered the higheſt, the fincereſt 


regard for him. Once or twice, indeed, 


| ſhe checked herſelf, leſt ſhe ſhould ſay 


too much of a man ſo apparently 
neglectful of her. How happy would 


he be with a woman of her gentle 
temper, of her mild, amiable manners ! 
with a woman who has no taſte for 


thoſe faſhionable follies, by which. too 


many of the n race of females 
RE #;, 
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— 
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ſinguiſh themſelves, and by which do- 
meſtic happineſs is too often deſtroyed! 1 
I really do not know a woman ſo every 
way formed to_ make a man of ſenſe 
bappy, in a rational ſtyle, - as Miſs 
Haſtings. She can always. amuſe her- 
ſelf with her needle, her pencil, her 
| books, her pen, or her harpfichord, 
and fill every vacant hour in a pro- 
fitable, as well as improving and enter- 
taining manner. Such a woman Was 
my dear, ever- to- be- lamented, Maria; 
and ſuch a one I hoped to call daugbier: 
but how vainly do we flatter ourſelves 
that our children will think as We do! 
It is impoſſible ; not merely on account 
of the difference in point of age; the 
difference with regard to taſte, fancy, 
opinion, and eſpecially the change which 
time makes in the manners and cuſtoms 
of the age; all combine to prevent a 
fimilitude of thinking between the old 
and the young. I am ſure the preſent 
manners, are much worſe than thoſe 
; You. . which 
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which I remember, to the great concern 
of Every reflecting man; 5 more particu- 


Your old and fincere friend, 
CHarLes MarLow, 


LT TE > Vit 


From the SAME to the SAME. 


quite out of - ſpirits, being diſap- 
pointed in what I had ſet my heart upon, 
the marrying my ſon to a woman who 
would, I am certain, have made bim a 
good wife, and me a good daughter : 


yet, though I ſaw him averſe to the 


marriage I recommended, I had hoped 
that 
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AM rather out of humour, and 
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that he would, by converſing with 


Miſs Haſtings, have become as ſenſible 


of her merit as I was; eſpecially as 


there was a viſible partiality in her for 


him, even after the firſt viſit :-for after 
that viſit I endeavoured to throw them 


into each other's way whenever I could, 


ſeemingly by accident, in order to make 
Charles truly acquainted with thoſe | 
attractions which cannot, poſſibly, like 
perſonal ones, ſtrike with their firſt ap- 
pearance ; attractions only to be diſco- 


vered by time and accurate obſerva- 
tion. 


But, as I told you in my laſt, there is 
no making young. people think like old 
ones: at the very time I imagined that 
my ſon began to feel as I would have 
him, he left me, to return to the artful 
girl who has enſlaved him in ſuch a 
manner, that I deſpair of his giving up 
all thoughts of her. 
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Chagrined beyond expreſſion at his 
conduct, I would have endeavoured _ 
to forget what occaſioned me ſo much 
diſquiet, by avoiding Miſs Haſtings 
for the preſent ; but I was obliged to 
call upon her in conſequence of an 


appointment we had made for Rane- 


lagh. 


Not . g what better excuſe to 
make than the true one, I told her that 
my ſon had left me on a ſudden, and 
that I was weak enough to be diſturbed 
at it. 


She changed colour, but returned no 
anſwer ; the avoided mentioning him, 
indeed, I obſerved, during the whole 
time I ſtaid with her; by ſo doing ſhe 


convinced me, in the ſtrongeſt manner, 


that ſhe Ii iked him: had ſhe been quite 
indifferent about him, ſhe would have 
talked of him with the ſame ſreedom as 
the did of other people. 


This 
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This was very obvious to me; whe-' 


ther Charles ſaw her prepoſſeffions in 
his favour, J cannot tell: had he diſ- 
covered them, they would, ſurely 


would have gained his heart. Where 


18 the man 0 5 can be inſenſible when 


he perceives a fine girl's partiality for 
bim? , Miſs Haſtings has beauty and 


merit ſufficient to raiſe a flame in the 


moſt frozen boſom. 


w— — — en... . — 


You will fox, perhaps, that my ſon's 
heart is already gone; but are there 


not :numberleſs fituations where a man 
is charmed by two women at once? 


# 


If that ſhould be the caſe here, Miſs 


Haſtings muſt, I think, ts in the 
end, over Per rival. 


Why muſt 8 be ſo uncom- 
monly, ſo unfaſhionably conſtant ? Let 
him ſtay till he has married Sophia: 


his conſtancy will then be a virtue; 


and I will venture to ſay that the more 


C 3 he 


? 
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he knows of her, the leſs he will be in- 


lined to rove : the more ſhe is wad 
the more ſhe muſt be loved. 


This is the firm opinion of 


( 
Your's ſincerely, -\. 


LETTER IX. 
Mifs WALTON to Miß JENNER, 


HAVE been half frighted out of my 
1 fenfes. Juſt when I thought J had 

made ſure of one of the moſt charming 
fellows in the world, though I was not 
willing to make a parade about him 
till he had ſpoken to the purpoſe, he 


was ſent for in a hurry by his father 


to marry another woman, 


I bluſh 
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I bluſh, I declare hut he is come 
back, and not abſolutely loſt: I have, 


however, a thouſand apprehenſions, leſt 
he ſhould ſlip away from me. I ſaid 
and did every thing to ſecure him be- 
fore he went; and was exceedingly 
fearful of his returning nobody to me. 
I looked, I dare ſay, ag. J felt, quite out 
of temper at his departure. 


I did not really. know why he was 
ſent for; but, by ſome hints which he 
has dropped ſince his return, I am led to 
conclude that his father has got a wo- 
man ready for him ; more ready indeed 


for bim than he is for ber. He has 


refuſed * becauſe he me better. 


He muſt be caught, I think: yet as 
he does not ſpeak, out, I am full of 


doubts and perplexities : my brain is 


on the rack to diſplay. new powers of 
pleafing, that I may outſhine this for- 
midable rival: formidable ſhe muſt 

. „ appear 


* 


. 
appear to me, as ſhe is ſo ſtrongly re- 
commended by his father, with whom 
he has always lived upon good terms. 

He has, it is e a pretty inde- 
pendent fortune; but that will be of 
no- conſequence without Sir Charles's 
eſtate, I have no idea of marrying a 
man who is heir to a large fortune, 
without enjoying it; and enjoy it I 
can, and become it too, 1 dare ſay, as 
well as this choſen woman. I will 
venture to add that Marlow is of 2 
opinion: he does not, however, ſeem 
thoroughly ſatisfied. He is thoughtful, 
and he is filent,; but he looks as if he 
loved me. Why then does he not tell 
me ſo? I give him all decent encou- 
ragement ; ; ſometimes I do more, I. am 
afraid: yet 1 am very cautious; for 
theſe regular young men, with ſuſpicions 
fathers, muſt be managed with addreſs. 
If I was Marlow, I would not mind the 
wok man; ; — 1 Thould hate to be 

diſ- 
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difinherited : but I believe there is no 
danger. He is an only ſon; and his 


father is vaſtly fond of him. Could I 
once make ſure of him !—I muſt coax 


father and ſon both — that is, only for a 
little while.—1 ſhall ſoon be tired of 


playing the hypocrite ; but I ſhall never 
ceaſe to be 


„ 


Vour affectionate 


Ce᷑xARA WAL TON. 
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ET 
From the SAME to the SAME. 
ELL, Sukey, I begin to have 


thouſand ſtratagems to bring about my 
defign, without any ſort of ſucceſs, I at 
laſt took it into my head, to ſee what 
indifference would do. That ſtirred 


him. Obſerving the melancholy which 
I affected to put on, he aſked me in 
the tendereſt accents, If I was out of 


order. 


I made little or no reply, on pur- 
poſe to give a ſpur to his curioſity. 


My ſilence increaſed his ſolicitude | 
about me; and he really became un- 


eaſy, while I only pretended to be ſo, 
At length, as if quite weary of his en- 


wreaths, 


hopes. After having tried a 


5 G 35 4: 


treaties, I condeſcended to tell him that 


he was himfelf the cauſe of my de- 
jeRion ; adding, that his trifling with 
me—though, by the by, I had no rea- 
ſon to cenſure his behayiour in ſuch a 
ſtyle—had given me a great deal of 
diſquiet. Was not tbis a pretty artful 
way of bringing on a declaration? 
the very thing I wanted. In ſhort, I 
obliged him to make a declaration in 
form: but he told me at the ſame 
time, that he lamented his being under 
a neceſſity of informing me, that he 
very much feared his father would 
never conſent to marry any woman, 
except her whom he had choſen for 
him. He alfo averred, that he could 
love no woman but; me. 


Ya ſee now that I am ai face of the ſon. 


What method ſhall I make uſe of to 


gain over the father, whoſe heart is ſet 
upon a Miſs Haſtings * For my own 


part, I can think of but one way.—I 


mult 


1 
| 0 36 ' | a 
muſt find ſome body to go and tell him 
that Miſs Haſtings is a bad girl, and 
by no means fit to be a wife to his fon. 
Something of this kind may be done, 
and with ſucceſs. It is worth while to 
try, at leaſt, I think. Pray ſend me 
your opinion e . 8 this affair: it 
cannot come too ſoon to | 


Your 


- Craka WALTON. 
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: TEETER Xl. 
From the SAME to che SAME. 


12 1 


I AM ſurptiled at your: not. writing 
to me. I have expected a letter 
from you every poſt, in vain. I want 
ſome good adviſer, to tell me what 1 
ſhall do to win this man to my purpoſe. 
Not all my blandiſhments have had the 
deſired effect. I have been reckoned a 
miſtreſs of the art of coaxing; but this 
young Marlow, though he is ſo ſenſible 
and clever in every other reſpect, is 
quite a fool, with regard to his father; 
to whom, though he has an indepen- 
dent fortune, he is as dutiful as if he 
had not a ſhilling; in the world but 
what comes from him. This behaviour 
of his ſome people very much admire: 
it may be very fine, for aught I know ; 

y 7 0:55:76 
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be removed. 
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IL 
but it appears to me extremely ridicu- 
lous. It is like the behaviour of a 
great boy—a great booby, I was going 
to ſay—who has never been from home, 


and is always whining and whimpering 


after his mother. Setting afide this 
childiſh behaviour, my lover is agree- 
able enough: by ſo behaving, he 
makes himſelf - ridiculouſly. fingular. 
However, he is at times ſo mighty ſe- 
rious, ſo ſtupid indeed, that he leſſens 
himſelf exceedingly in my eyes. How- 


ever, if I can once ſecure him, I ſhall 


be able, I hope, to diveſt him of thoſe 


abſurdities, which muſt make him loox 


very little among people who know bet- 
ter. But it will be time enough to talk 
of working a reformation. in the man 
when J have got him. There's the point, 


Sukey, to which all my wiſhes, all my 


deſires, turn. Marlow ſwears; that he 
loves me above all the world; yet he 
talks of difficulties in the way of his 
Happineſs, which he fears will never 


* You 


r 
« You are more addicted to deſpair, 
(ſaid I to him, at our laſt interview) 
than any man with whom 1 ever was 
acquainted: and few women have 
worſe ſpirits than I have.” 


He fighed; 8 replied, that he was 
” ans unfortunate. 


I ai not forbear laughing at his 
mournfpl anſwer; telling him at the 
ſame time, that few young men, ſo in- 
dependent as be was, would reckon 
themſelves ſo un. 


* I can hardly be called 1 5 


Miſs Walton, (ſaid he) as my father 
not only ſtrenuouſly oppoſes my mar- 
riage with the woman whom 1 adore, 
but urges me to marry another—— 


| « Who may, perhaps, —eried I. 
interrupting him—may be equally | 
agreeable to you.“. 


ww 
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FFF. 
e How you wrong me, Miſs Wal- 


ton! (replied he, with a tender preſſure 
of my hand) Can you believe it poſ- 
ſible for me to be happy with any other 


woman than your dear ſelf ff | 


« I can, indeed, (ſaid I) as you are 


ſo ſlow in taking ſteps to render your- 


ſelf happy, when it 1s in your power.” 


I bluſhed exceffively, Sukey: could 


not help it, while J ſpoke in ſo plain a 
manner. I was afraid he would think 
me a ſtrange forward creature: and 


yet I know of no other way to make 


him do any thing. If men are ſo ſcan- 


dalouſly backward, women will, of 


courſe, be thought forward; women 
who would not, otherwiſe, appear in 
that light. But I need not put myſelf 


into ſuch a hurry. My lover did not 
conſtrue my words in a manner agree- 


able to my intentions. He only fighed, 
and looked like I will not ſay what 


He really throws me out of all patience. 
Hey In 


A 


In Cow TIN VAT TOR. 

Hopes — hopes, my dear girl! I have 
been deſpairing on my lover's account 
long enough: the tide now begins to 
turn in my favour. Juſt when I thought 
I was quite ſure of making nothing of 
Marlow, fortune brought a Sir George 
Dalton to my relief; a young baronet, 
and in the Guards. He called at Weſt- 
bury Green, in his way to his uncle, 
who has an eſtate about ten miles from 
this place. He is a pretty genteel fel- 
len eee has a title too. 


1 e ſounds nll but 
When there is no fortune to Gans it, 
a title is a poor affair. I had rather be 
plain Mrs. Somebody, with an affluent 
income, than a lady, and denied every 
thing I aſk for, merely becauſe. money 
is wanting to purchaſe it. Beſides, 
| Marlow will have a title by-and-by, | 

and 
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and as good a one as Sir George 11 
can wait for that. But to proceed: 
This baronet has been of infinite ſer- 
vice to me: for by flirting very prettily 
with me during the time he ſtaid, he 


alarmed Marlow ; who began to think 


that he was actually going to carry me 
off. This apprehenſion. put him into 
ſuch a fuſs He is a poor, timid crea- 
ture. Rather than loſe me entirely, he 
will, I fancy, venture to diſobey his fa- 


ther, and marry me; to prevent my 


being ſnapped up by any body elſe— 
between you and IJ, however, there is 
not the leaſt probability of ſuch an 
event. Sir George, indeed, was much 
more lover- like in his behaviour than 
Marlow ; but there was nothing in his 
carriage to induce a woman of the 


world to draw any ſerious concluſions 


from it. Marlow knows nothing about 
thoſe things. I could not have thought 
he had been ſuch an ignoramus: I ſhall 
not, * — his deficiencies of 

this 
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this ſort ; they are faults on the right 
fide. Many women find their huſbands 
too knowing. Let me but ſecure him. 
There is only one way, I ſee, My mo- 


ther thinks it beſt for me to leave 


Weſtbury Green, and to come to Lon- 
don, as we can do nothing here: now, 
if Marlow follows us, every thing may 
be ſettled preſently. My mother has 


_ talked to Lady Cooper upon the ſub- 
ject. She ſeems not willing to ſay 
much about it, for very obvious rea- 


ſons. We ſhall therefore ſet out to- 


| morfow, or next day but as you are 


at Sunbury, there is no hope of your 
meeting 


„ 


CLARA W ALTON, 


Ma} 


11 E T T E R xi. 
M. MARLOW to Cel, ascOor. 


Weſtbury Green. 


HERE is no reſiſting our deſ- 

tiny. Fond as I am of Miſs 
Wilen, I had determined not to marry 
her, in oppoſition to. my father's incli- | 
nation. AllI intended to do, was to 
perſiſt in refuſing to give my hand to 
Miſs Haſtings. But I have been fo 
tortured with fears leſt Clara ſhould 
marry ſome other man, and ſo parti- 
cularly alarmed about Sir George Dal- 
ton, Who has been down here, that I 
ſee I ſhall never be ſure of her till I 
make her my wife. She has left this 
place. She took ſo cold a leave of me, 
that I muſt follow her immediately, and 
learn the cauſe of ſuch behaviour. 


Mine, 


3 
Mine, I am certain, was very different. 
My heart was ready to burſt at the 
moment of our ſeparation. It is to no 
purpoſe to talk to me of Miſs Haſtings; 
I can never think of her : I can never 
love any woman except Clara Walton. 


I am ſorry we are till likely to be at 
ſo great a diſtance from each other. I 
ſhall be in London to-night. Where- 
ever | am, you 5 8 on my con- 

tinuing 
Vour A very fncerely, 


C. Manlow. 


* 
" 
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LETTER. XL. 
Miſs WALTON to Miſs JENNER. 


X AV precipitate removal from Weſt- 
101 bury Green has had, though un- 
expectedly, the defired effect. Scarce 
had I time to turn round in London 
before Marlow appeared. He came, 
indeed, ſo ſuddenly that I was almoſt 
ſurpriſed—at the ſucceſs of my own 
ſcheme, ſhall I ſay; or the impetuo- 
ſity of bis motions, which had brought 
him with ſo much expedition after me? 
However, there he was; and Ibelieve my 
face fluſhed with the different ſenſations 
which his preſence occafioned : yet my 
fluſhing at that time was rather favour- 


able to me; for he ſeemed to be quite 
| breathleſs with joy as ſoon as he en- 


tered the room. Tranſported to behold 
EO me 
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me again, he ſtammered out ſo many 
apologies for the liberty he had taken, 


. that I began to fear his exceſs of unne- 


ceſſary reſpe& would undo all. When 
he made a thouſand apologies, there- 
fore, for his viſit, I replied, very mo- 
deſtly caſting down my eyes at the 
ſame time, that I was extremely glad 
to ſee him, as I looked upon oe in 


the light of a friend. 


5 The ſincereſt you 1 upon earth, 
(aid he eagerly — interrupting me.) It 
was the ſincerity of my friendſhip, and 
eſteem for you, which urged me to 
apologize for my viſit. I love you too 
ardently, my dear Miſs Walton, to do 
any thing which may, in the ſlighteſt 
degree, wound your peace, or give rife 
to any refleQions injurious to you. I 
| cannot live, and ſee you in the arms of 

another ; yet 'my father will not be 
perſuaded to Oe” | 


„Im 
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I am very Nu Mr. Marlow, 


(anſwered I, reddening with vexation) 


in finding myſelf ſo diſagreeable to Sir 


Charles: but your eſteem and regard 


for me muſt— and I hope they will— 


ſupport me under a trial, the ſeverer as 


it never happened to me before; hav- 


ing hitherto had the good fortune to * 
pleaſe more than to be pleaſed. No man, 
but Mr. Marlow, 08. ever been able 
to touch ny heart.” 


« C harmiog creature!” cried he, quite 
tranſported at ſo free an avowal of the 
preference I gave him; and going to 
catch me in his arms, I drew back. 
Hold, Sir, (faid I, with a figh) do not 
attempt to take advantage of a con- 
feſſion, which, circumſtanced as I am, 
ought on no account to have been 

made ; nor endeayour to improve ſenti- 


ments already but too ſtrongly in your 


favour: yet who could ſee, hear, and 
be inſenfible 8 
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cc. Not I, my angel, (replied he, ap- 
proaching ill, Na ;) not I, by all 
that's | lovely. Jam not capable of 
chinking like my ; father upon a ſubject. 
in which my preſent, my future, felicity 
alſo, is ſolely, concerned. He muſt excuſe 
me, I haye. a, ſufficiency, I hope, to 
make my Clara happy, if not to make 
her great; and while be ſmiles on * 
fortune can never frown. 4 d: | 


 Delighted t to and er in n | 
a humour, I took care to keep it up 
til—till, in ſhort, every thing was 
concluded between us. In a few days, 
therefore, no ſuch perſon as Clara Mal- 
ton will be exiſting among your friends. 
I have forgot to tell you that Mr. Mar- 
low would ha prevailed on me to 
keep my marriage private, for a little 
while; but J would on no account 
conſent; to that; and I cannot, I think, 
be blamed for my refuſal. Some 
people, indeed, may perhaps ſay that 
Vor. I. D f I have 


PF 
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1 have drawn my lever in, and taken 
advantage of his tender paſſion in a 
moment of exeeſſive fondneſs, and ſuch 
nonſenſe. The prudent part f che 
World wil undoubtedly; allow; that 
concealments of every Mad ve bad. 
A private marriage injures a õο Dęi08 
reputation and peace; ſo does it Hke- 
wiſe . make her huſband a Ppear in a di,. 
honourable point of view: by impeſibg 
upon his relations, he only impoſes 
upon himſelf; and. when they diſcover 
the © connexion, © ffudiotily concealed” 

from them, though a lawful one, they 
caniiot Have fo good an opinion either 
of bim; or of the woman of his *choite, 
. . as they might have had, if no clandeſ- 
nie Benet had been carried” on. 


* 


N67 Sokey; ks Ker f Wocher 

Way of thinkißg. H Edare to marry, 
I. dare to: WI it. Marlow, with his 
pfreſeut fortune and expectations, can - 
not be under the leaſt necelſity of re- 
Sgt 1 C "FE 


EN 1 
quiring money with a wife: I tal 
not, therefore, do him any injury in 
that ſhape : 1 ſhall not leſſen him, "i : 
ſhowing the world that I can refrain 
from ſpendidg What he is 5 poſſeſſed of; 
and you well know how apable i am of 
enjoying all the good things of this world 


which- Wi dy, Procure. 1: am, 


+ 
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LETTER IV. 
Mr. © MARLOW to Mr, ASCOT. 


K-36 ©, 


* ESTERDAT morning made me 
the happieſt of men, by ma- 


king me the huſband of Clara Walton. 
Never, never was man more bleſt : but 
I cannot abſent myſelf a ſingle moment 
froth my bride—my angel.—1 can 9 
4 to ſign myſelf, 


Your tranſported friend, 


CnarLes Mariow, 


2 
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Sir CHA. MARLOW to Mr. BRETTON. 


'Y poor inconſiderate boy has, in 


remonſtrances, thrown himſelf away. 
He was married two days ago to the 
Miſs Walton, of whom I have heard fo 
many diſagreeable things, and whom I 
could have wiſhed never to be related 


to me. He has alſo engaged himſelf for 


life, without even letting me know the 
day of his. marriage ; the day which 


made him fo undutiful to a father, 
who, from the time of his birth, never 


controuled him upon any occaſion ; 
never thwarted his inclination upon any 


occafion, but this: nor ſhould. I have 
oppoſed him in bis, had I not been | 
 afſured, that the woman he had choſen 


D 3 for 


ſpite of all my precautions and 


— 


. 
for his wife, impoſed upon him by a 
falſe appehranoe; and that ſhe was ut- 


terly — of his attention. 


He wrote me an account of his mar- 


 riage, about four-and-twenty hours af. 


ter it was completed; and very ſub- 
miſſively requeſted me to pardon: what 
could not be undone, (the uſual ſtyle 
of diſobedient children) and to permit 
"him and his wife to throw thetnſclves 
at my feet. 


1 lie. hithertd, made no ply 1 
do not, however, like the character of 
an irreconeileable man: But 1 think, 
Thar, if fathers are very ready to forgive 
ſuch offences, they indire&ly encou- 


rage their children to commit them. 


It would be hight; y necelthry for me, 
"Whore to appear diſpleaſed upon 
this bebafiof, were 1 not really fo. 1 
nr indeed thoroughly aiffirigfed with 
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my ſon's proceedings. What will Miſs 
Haſtings· ſaꝝ, to hom I promiſed him; 
imagining, indeed, I had, in ſo doing, 
contributed. to the happineſs of them 
both ? The reſlections which crowd into 
my mind, in conſequence of this very 


great diſgppointment,. will, I fear, be 
long and ſeverely felt by 


Your faichfi ul friend; | 


Cannes Manto W. 
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lig HASTINGS to Mrs. SAUNDERS. 


T is as I ſuſpected. Mr. Marlow 

had a prior engagement, which 
would not ſuffer him to think of any 
other woman, except her who had firſt 
touched his heart. I am only ſorry” 
that I have, though undeſignedly, oc- 
caſioned a coolneſs between him and 
Sir Charles : had not the latter taken a 
fancy to me for his daughter, the for- 
mer might have eſcaped the perſecu- 


tion he has endured on my account. It 


pains my heart to think of it. Had it 
not been for this unfortunate prepoſſeſ- 
fion of Sir Charles's in my favour, he 
might have conſented to his ſon's mar- 


rying Miſs Walton; or, at leaſt, might 
- have. forgiven his marriage with her, as 


it cannot be recalled. 
TO 


1 57 1 

To what purpoſe. is dir. Charles till 
ſo ſeve e, till ſo much at variance, with 
a ſon ſo every way amiable, and who 
could no more help preferring Miſs 
Walton, than his father could help 
fancying me ? What a pity is it that a 
ifference in taſte only ſhould have 
made a breach between ſuch near and 
dear relations! between ſuch a father 
and ſuch a ſon too; characters rarely to 
be met with! 0 good, ſo agreeable! Fs 


1 I may now, I imagine, without being 
ſuſ pected of any intereſted motives, ſay 
what I really think about Mr. Marlow, 
as all expectations muſt neceſſarily be 
over on my fide, I cannot be ſuppoſed 
to be in love with a married man; I 
may now, therefore, ſay that I do not 
know a man in the world ſo pleaſing, a 
man with ſo fine a perſon, ſo good an 
underſtanding, fo excellent an heart. 
Vou will wonder, perhaps, at my ſpeak⸗ 
ing in ſo poſitive a manner concerning 
his heart and his underſtanding; but I 
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am ſufficiently authoriſed to ſpeak in 
that manner. My Nelly's brother has 
lived with him ever fince he has been of 
an age to keep a ſervant; and I have often 
heard her ſay what a, profitable place 
her brother had, what a worthy young 
gentleman bis maſter was, and how 
much Bis. company was courted by 
every body. Theſe wete her words, 


and 1 can very readily ſubſcribe to the 
truth df them. 


1 neter herd a man converſe with 
möre èaſe; 1 never met with a man ſo 
efifetaltfing : and from the ſentiments 
he has diſcovered, be is, 1 will venture 
to arm, of a gentle, generous, affec- 
kondte Uifpoſit tion. 
- How it dittreffes me, my dear Hen- 
rietts; to think that fo charming a mind 
houtd be made uneaſy about me] Next 
to the gaining Rich a heart myſelf, I de- 
clare War for Hothing more ardently 
v8 e 


S 
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than his happineſs with another. Is this 

ſaying too much? Check me, if it is, my 

good friend; every correchon with 

which you honour me, will be con- 

ſidered as à proof of your friendſhip to 
Fuͤott eder affectionste, 
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| LETTER, xXVUI. - 
Miſs MARLOW to Miſs JENNER. 


Have caught-my man at laſt, . 
he ſhy'd it for ſome time; but he is 
now mine ſo ſecurely, that I can make 


him do juſt what I pleaſe. To give 


you a proof my power, I have prevailed | 
on him to go to Southampton, as Lon- 
don is ſodull and ſo duſty: beſides, I can- 


not ſhow away at this time of year, when 


every body of any faſhion has left it, 
and 1 is gone upon ſome "RY of ae. 


He was very averſe, W I plainly 


perceived, to this ſcheme of mine; I 


therefore made a point of conquering 
him. Being determined to reign abſo- 
lute miſtreſs, I muſt begin as I intend 


to go on. Men are children in this 


reſpect: 


C & 1 
| reſpect: you muſt not give them their 
way too much at firſt; if you do, vou 
ſpoil them entirely. I began with 
wheedling my Charles: when I found 
that I could not coax, him to my pur- 
poſe, and that he was fearful of making 
his father ſtill more diſpleaſed with 
him, by parading in public at the very 
time when he had ſo much offended 
him, I whimpered : my tears did the 
buſineſs: if they. had not, I ſhould 
have inſiſted upon his compliance with 
my defires.; for I Was, reſolved to carry 
my point. Can you ſuppoſe that 1 
married a man of fortune, to be cooped 
up with him alone, and never to be 
ſeen by any body elfe Ridiculous —1 
wonder men can be ſo. unreaſonable— 
however, Marlow has yielded, though - 
not with ſo good a grace as I could 
have wiſhed. What, in the name of 
fortune, has his father to do with his 
going to this or that place, agreeably to 
his inclination? | Would. he always 
pop have 


s - . 


C62 J 
babe bim under bis management, ſike 
u great boy? When I talked to him 
in this manner, he was hurt by the 
light in Which T placed him! he was 
Aàſhamed of ſo eontemptible an appear. 
| knee; he Was aſhamed of being treated 
like a'ehild; and hurried away: from 
me! In à few moments he returned, 
fully convinced that I was in the right; 
and told me Re Was ready to attend me 
whereever I pleaſed; but not without 
adding, chat he eould not bring kim- 
KF heartily to give up the tranſports he 
enjoyed in à 78t6-2-fffe with me now; 
hen there were ſo few people in Lon- 
don to interrupt us; and that he knew 
there would be nothing but diflipation, 
- Uurivg the feafon at Southampton. 
Now it is a little of this ſame diffipation 


which I want: it is ſo ftupid'to be always 

fitting with one man There is nothing 

fike variety But I did not tell vim fo: 1 

. told him however, what it was abſo- 

| tate] * W _ him to know, that 
— 1 


— 


3 
I could not go any Where wirhdut clothes, 
He then gave me a bank-note for one 
hundred pound, and begged my. pardon 
for not having thought of it before, 1 
can now, therefore, make a tolerable 
appearance, as Mrs. Marlow ; when 
I am Lady Marlow, I ſhall 3 as 
much more money as my new neceſſities 
require. But I am afraid it will be long 
before that happy day arrives, as Sir 
Charles is a very healthy old man, ind 
takes a monſtrous deal of care of him- 
Telf. Tis very well I have made ſure 
of the fon; for though he has, compa- 
ratively, but a ſmall fortune at preſent, 
he muſt, by-and-by, have a large one, 
There is no occaſion for Charles to deny 
me what I want: there are, no doubt, 
people enough ready and willing to ſup», 
ply him with any ſum. All my fear is, 
that I fall not be able, without great 
difficulty, to prevail on him to behave 
with a proper ſpirit. He ſeems to be 
deſtitute of ſpirit upon every emer- 
| 3 
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gency; he appears to be of a timo- 
rous, inactive diſpoſition. A vaſt deal 
of teaſing is requiſite to make him do 
any thing which he does not. quite 
approve, though it be ever ſo incum- 
bent on him to, do it. What a tedious 
while was it before I could drive him to 
a declaration I really believe I. never 
ſhould have forced it from him, had 
not Sir George Dalton (luckily for 
me, I am ſure) come down to Weſt- 
| bury-Green. . Sir George is totally a 
different kind of man; but ſuch men 
never think of marrying, if they have 
no proſpe& of reaping conſiderable 
advantages from their matrimonial 
proceedings. Your handſome fellows 
of ſpirit dread the thoughts of any 
confinement ; and nobody can be lefs a 
friend to confinement. _ 25 


8 9 9 | | Your 8 


Cana MARLOW. 
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LETTER XVII 


sir CHARLES MARLOW to Mr, 


BRETTON. 


o. mh do I feel for my for! 


How ſeverely will he regret the 


loſs of Miſs Haſtings,. when he knows 
of what an heavenly diſpoſition ſhe is 
poſſeſt! How much will his ſenſibility 


be rouzed, when he knows that ſhe 
loves him? for love him ſhe certainly 


does, or ſhe never could have behaved 
in the manner ſhe bas. 1 


I For E 1905 * my heavy. diſ- 
appointment, I went not to Miſs Haf- 
tings ſo often as 1 uſed to do, becauſe 


J was not able to come within the ob- 


ſervance of her many good qualities, 
as my ſon had put it out of his power 
3 — 0 
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to derive any benefit from them. Tt 
pained me to think that he had thrown 
away the opportunity of being the hap- 
prieſt, of men, by refuſing the moſt 
lovely, the 'moſt amiable of women. 
However, I imagined, at laſt, that it 
would be beſt to go and tell her that my 
ſon was married, married againſt my in- 
elination; that he had acted in oppoſition 
to all my remonſtranees, all my per- 
ſuaſions; that L hu ſuffered, that 1 Rill 
offered exceedingly from his e : 
| APSR N 5 


I went pon this bulineſs "ith ths 
greateſt reluctance 3 but 1 r 
neceſſary to wait en Miſs Haftings, and 
to make apologies, the beſt in my 
power, for What had happened. I 
thought too that I was thoroughly ae- 
quainted with her merit. I was mif⸗ 
taken-—1 did not know half ber worth. 
She received me with a kind of -faris- 
| neee I cannot deferibe, and, 
inſtead 


F. 
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Inflead of liſtening to the excuſes T 
made for my ſon; undertook to frame 
apologies for him. She expreſſed, in- 
deed, ſo much anxiety, left I ſhould 
be offended with him on ber account, 


that I am more than ever convinced the 


loves him. What an unhappy farality 
attended him, when he refuſed fo 


_ amiable a girl, (whom I am ſure he 


muſt have loved, had he married her; 
whom he muſt have doated on) and 


choſe one with whom he never can, 1 
think, have any felicity! How earneftly 


did Mifs Haſtings ptead for him! al- 


ledging that our inclinations were not 
always at our command; thar fancy 
governed us more frequently than rea- 


fon ; that thoſe. marriages were ſome- 
times particutarly kappy, Which were 


not entered into in conſequence of pru- 


dential confiderations ; that Mifs Wal- 
ton was very handſome, lively, and en- 
tertaining; and that my ſon wodld have 
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diſcovered as little taſte as ſenſibility, if 
he had not liked her. 


I replied that there was a great dif- 
. ference between liking a woman and 
marrying her—* A man (continued 
I) may admire a | hundred girls; but he 
would be very ſorry, indeed, to be 
married to half the number.” 5 5 


Still he defended Sir Charles, and 
defended him in ſo pretty a manner, 
that I think he would have been toucbed 
if he had heard her. How eloquent is 
beauty! united with goodneſs it is 
irreſiſtible. And yet Charles could 
| overlook every charm in the amiable 
© Sophia, and beſtow his heart upon a 
girl, who has only a more ſhowy ex- 
terior, (without that enchanting expreſ- 
ſion of virtue, which is the ſoul of 
beauty) and whoſe wit is nothing 
but pertneſs. The converſation of a 


. OY I. 
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pert woman, fancying herſelf hand- 
ſome, is the moſt diſguſting to be con- 
"ceived. I freely told Miſs Haſtings that 
this was the character I had heard of 
Charles's wife, adding that I feared i it 
was but too juſt a one. 


15 She anſwered, with a half-Cmothered 
figh, and a forced ſmile, that there was 
no accounting for taſte. 


She felt, 1 am certain, what ſhe ſaid. 
Incapable of bearing any longer the 
mortifying reflections which my ſon's 
conduct occafioned;/ (which pained ef, 
FE dare wear, as well as me) 1 left her 
immediately. I cannot, however, yet 
bring myſelf to comply with what ſhe 
ſo earneſtly deſired. Let her love | 
Charles 'ever fo tenderly, ſhe cannot 
feel the ſenfations of a father, who has * 
met with ſo much filial ingratitude, in 
return tor all his | hos indulgences. 

1 


* 
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Cruelly am diſappointed ; "HOOP: 
I ſhall.ever remain 


— 


reer alten nas fiend, 9 
"CHARLES Nan Tow. 


4 has * 14 
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LETTER xix. x 
* Mro MARLOW 10 C0. ASCOT. 
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N Viseenemöptibaſung, to-whom.l, 
,icqn refuſe nothing has expręſſec 
ſogreag a deſire toi go ta Seothampton, 

that Im preparing though, I confeſs, 
Lhad much rather emoy the ſnugneſs 
that now, eigne in Landon, ap aceoum 
of the deſertion of. ſo many, familigs 10 | 
ſet out for that plage. . We,,only,, wait, 
for. the. making up of clothes, and for 


other ppendages neceſſary upon the 
faſhionable 


4 


ira 
famionable 4 5 | Appearance, you 
know, is the great affair inches 


where every body expects new- married 5 


people to be nete df ed, if not berter 
dreſſed" than they Were before. Wit 
regard to myſelf, however, Vihallavoie- 
all br#thancy-iti my appearance. While 
my father withholds his forgiveneſs; 


while he refuſes to on my! wife, . 


cannibt Be happy Teannot be ar happy 
as if be flww Fer in the light” I. wih td 


have her "appear to every body: nor 
can I, thus fituated, think of making 


a parade, as . ĩt muſt be generallfknownl * 


chat hie wil net be reconciled to the 


ſtep I have taken; a ſtep, | whith” has: 


Lowa, given me great diſduiet. y 


Clara is alſo, F plainly perceive, con- 


ſiderabiy hurt by my father's - reſent- 


ment: I am, therefore, the more "RY | 
firous of carrying her to ſome place f 


public amuſement, that her thoughts 
may not dwell tao intenſely upon a 
ſubject, which muſt certainly be ex- 


tremely 


Ir; h - 
tremely diſagreeable to her. We had | 
both, indeed, flattered ourſelves that \ 
Sir Charles, when his anger had ſub-.. 
fided a little, would have been ready 
to forgive every, thing. My wife * 
beauty, and the charms of her conver- 
ſation, I thought, . had he permitted me 
to bring her to ſee him, could. not have 
fled of 1 < — him, as much as they 
me —as much ag they have 
a e eyery man Who has, ſeen, and 
——· 45 with her. No man has a 
ſiner, à more delicate taſte than my 
father; and I, ſeemingly, have inherited "Y 
* bis gale in many things certainly in 
=. the, ehpige of a wife —he has, only, to 
| 5 become acquainted. with my Clara, to 
like her as well as 1 do; This may, 
and Lhope will ſoon, be brought about. 
Nothing elſe is wanting to complece the. 
nee 4. 420" "arp wo $0 2/1557}. 
| Your ever ſincere friend, 


| Cranes Maxzoy,. 
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LET I aA XX. 


Miſs HASTINGS to Mrs. SAUNDERS. : 


-OU chide me, m my dear friend, 
and think, by ſetting the folly of 


making myſelf uneaſy about what I can- 


not help, before me, in the ſtrongeſt co- 


lours, to cure me of it. Your defign is ; 
the moſt friendly one to be imagined ; - 


but ſurely my Henrietta does not conſi- 


der, that were we not to grieve for irre- 
mediable evils, we ſhould not have 
occaſion to grieve at all. Evils which 
can be eafily repaired will never be 


productive of a great deal of anxiety : 
thoſe only which are beyond- the reach 


of relief are to be lamented. - Of 
this nature is the condition of poor 


Marlow, who, by marrying againſt 
Vo. I. GVVVVVV 
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his father's approbation, which cannot 
by any means be obtained, has made 

_ himſelf very uneaſy, and will, I fear, 
from what I have heard, be more un- 
happy than he Is. | 


_ T have 1 indeed, to believe, 
that the lady whom he has choſen 
will not prove the woman he fondly 
ſuppoſes her. How unfortunate is it, 
that ſo amiable a man ſhould be ren- 
dered miſerable, by a connexion from 
which he expected the higheſt felicity! 


You will probably, my dear, be 
ſurpriſed to hear me talk in this man- 
ner; but I have received intelligence 
from a friend at Southampton, which 
makes me too apprehenſive that Mr. 
Marlow has met with a very confi- 
derable diſappointment in his marriage 
with Miſs Walton; and I muſt own [I 
intereſt pony" too warmly for his 
| peace, 


„ 3 
peace, to be unconcerned at this in- 
formation. | 3 


- You tell me I ſhould be both 
| cenſured and laughed at for my beha- 
viour upon this occaſion, were the 
cauſe of it known: you may be fight; 
but I cannot help it: nor ſhall I be 
much diſturbed at what people ſay 
about me. TI ſhould: be ſorry to have 
a < ei incapable of feeling for amia- 
ble characters in diſtreſs: and that 
Marlow is ſuch a character, there is 
not the ſmalleſt doubt, How deſtitute 
of ſenſibility ſhould I be, not to diſ- 
cover anxiety about the happineſs of 
him whom I have for ſome time fin- 
cerely eſteemed, whom I have fo 
earneſtly defired to love! Love, in- 
deed, is a paſſion which I ought not 
on any account new to indulge, as 
the indulgence of it would certainly 
be criminal; yet I hope I may ſtill 
feel for Marlow that fort of concern, 
| 2 1 


| TW | 

of which I ſhould be ſenſible, for a 
valuable friend in affliction. Still may 
I laudably wiſh, I truſt, and defire 
to relieve him by every method in 
my power. Are theſe ſentiments to 
be condemned, my Henrietta? If 
they are, your young friend muſt in- 
deed plead guilty. 


I have now laid open my whole 
heart to you, which has, I confeſs, 
been exceedingly pained by the failure 
of my, endeavours to prevail on Sir 
Charles to be reconciled to his ſon. 
Could a reconciliation be brought 
about, Mrs. Marlow would, perhaps, 
be more attentive to her conduct, 
and make herſelf more worthy of 
Sir Charles's eſteem, and more deſerving 
of the continuation of her huſband's 
affection: his behaviour to her is at 
preſent very affectionate ; but ſhould 
the perſiſt in giving the preference to 
2 life of diſſipation ſhould ſhe deſpiſe 
| every 


6 
every dotneſtic duty, he may ceaſe to 
be the ford huſband, and behold her 
with the greateſt indifference, if not 
with the greateſt diſguſt, Her ſtyle 
of life 1s, I find, not at all to his 
taſte, 


And now, my dear Henrietta, having 
opened every fold of my heart, I have 
only to add, that as I place the utmoſt 

confidence in you, I depend upon the 

confinement of the ſecrets. eontained 
in this letter to your own faithful 
boſom. But why ſhould I conceal 
the regard I have ever felt, the re- 
ga I ought to feel, for Sir Charles 

Marlow and his family? Was I not 
very early in life taught to revere him, 
and to eſteem his ſon? In conſequence, 
indeed, of Mr. Marlow's reſidence at 
Glaſgow, for his education, and of his 
making the tour of Europe, we were 
prevented from having a perſonal ac- 
quaintance with each other ; and that 

E 3 acquaintance 


? 
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acquaintance was afterwards delayed 


by the long ſtay of my uncle in 
Northumberland; whither he carried 
me, you know, immediately on the 
death of my aunt. 


Mr, Marlow and I therefore have 
_ ever been divided; but our ſeparation 
has not hindered me from wiſhing him 
happy, and from endeavouring to 
-promote his happineſs, by perſuading 
Sir Charles to conſider, that, as our 


inclinations are not in our own power, 


we ought not to be made accounta- 
ble Tor the diſpoſal of our affections. 
By expreſling ſuch conſiderations, I 
hope I ſhall induce him to pardon 
his ſon for the fault which he has 
involuntarily committed. When this 


| buſineſs is done, I will accept of my 


aunt Scot's invitation, with whom 1 
ſhall be no longer expoſed to the 
public view. All the little chit-chat 


about me will then be at an end: I 


{hall 


1 „„ OO 

1 ſhall then have time te take care of 
my health, about which you are ſo 
kindly ſolicitous; and which will, 1 
dare ſay, be ſoon re-eſtabliſhed when 
there is nothing to put my ſpirits into 
a flutter. In all places, and at all | 
times, I ſhall be, e 


; Moſt lincerely, 
8. HasTiNos, 


— 


* 
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TIE ET IR NI. 
Mr. MARLOW to Col. ASCOT. 
Southampton, 
E live here as merry as the 
Y days are long; that is, my wife 
lives merrily; and as I am honoured 
with the title of her better half, it 
may, of courſe, be ſuppoſed that I 
ſhare her pleaſures: ſo indeed in one 
reſpect I do—I pay for them but 
neither my conſtitution, nor my taſte, 
will permit me to lead a life of per- 
petual diſſipation. 


I am already weary of Southamp- 
ton: I have been weary of it for ſome | 

time. I wiſh; with all my heart, 1 I 
could fav, that my wife was tired of 


it too; but ſhe grows more and more 
p * | fond 


1 1 
fond of it, 1 think, every day. Still, 
however, ſhe is ſo lovely, ſo ſpirited, 
and entertaining, that I cannot bear 
to oppoſe her in any thing. Did my 
father but ſee her with my eyes, I“ 
ſhould be moſt happy, as I am pretty 
ſure that her taſte for the preſent 
mode of living will change. She is 
young, „ naturally gay, and volatile: 
yet how many women, of the greateſt 


vivacity, have, wearied with the chace 


after fugitive, not to ſay fooliſh amuſe- 
ments—wearied with fluttering about 
from one public place to another, fat 
down contented with domeſtic em- 
ployments, and, in the characters 
of good wives, and good: mothers, 
taſted the pureſt j Joys of domeſtic feli- 
city! 


Such a wife, and ſuch a 1 
will my Clara, I imagine, be. Al- 
ready is ſhe in a fituation which 

E5 demands 


3 8 I 
demands more care than ſhe ſeems 
willing to take of herſelf: however, 
as her delicacy is too great to permit 
her to ſuffer any fuſs about her, ſhe 
will (1 think I can anſwer for her) 
ſubmit to any proper reſtrictions when 
they come to be really neceffary : but 
my apprehenfions, in conſequence of 


my love, are fo diſquieting, that I am, 


_ poſſibly, more anxious than I have 
reaſon to be. I need not tell you, I 
imagine, how much joy I ſhall receive 
from the being made a father by 

the woman my heart doats on. How 
will my fatisfa&tion be increaſed if 
the birth of a child ſhould produce 
the wiſhed-for reconciliation ! I have 
more than once hinted my hopes to 


my wife upon this occaſion, in order 


to induce her not to throw herſelf 


unneceſſarily into any dangerous ſitua- 


tions. May ſhe look upon my emo- 


tions in a proper light! Her obſerv- 


ö 


43 J 
ance of them may be productive of 
the greateſt felicity to 


Your 


CHARLES MARLOw. 


P. 8. Sir 8 Dalton is juſt come 
down, and flutters about my wife, 
who encourages him more than I think 
ſhe ought: ſhe apologiſes for her be- 


haviour to him, and plauſibly enough, 


by ſaying, that it is better to treat 
him with the fame polite freedom ſhe 
treats other gentlemen, leſt he ſhould 
turn me into ridicule for being jealous, . 
or poſt ber for a prude.— Once more 
adieu. 


Br. 


"<& 4% 
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LETTER XXII. : 
| Sir CHA, MARLOW toMr. BRETTON. 


HAT you iy wich regard to 


my ſon is juſt; but if 1 do 
not make him ſuffer a little for his 


folly, he will be apt to think that 
he has been guilty of no fault at all: 
he will think bi, example ſufficient 
to authoriſe other young fellows to 
7 conduct themſelves with equal indiſ- 
cretion. Beſides, while J am deaf to 
the pleadings of the amiable Miſs 
Haſtings in his favour, can I liſten 
to any other advocate? Certainly not. 


_ I may indeed fay with truth, it is 


the extreme concern which ſhe diſco- 
vers for my ſon that irritates me Kill 
more — him. To flight ſuch an 
n | angel — — 


* 
eee — eee ES 
£ 


—— — — 
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angel and for the woman Who will 


give him, if I am not extremely miſ- 


taken, reaſon enough to repent of his 


ill. judged 2 17 if he has not 


already repented of 1 it. 


1 have heard, 9955 the ſame quar- . 
ter from which 1 received information 
about Charles's wife, that ſhe not 


only continues to behave in a flirting, 


and therefore a very indiſcreet manner; 
but that ſhe, upon the ſtrength of 


having married a man of ſome pro- 
perty, and heir to a good eſtate, gives 
herſelf the moſt unbecoming airs, | 


takes all ſorts of liberties, permits all 


ſorts of freedoms ; and, in ſhort, cloſely 


copies women of the moſt abandoned 
characters. Surely Charles cannot be 


ſo blinded by (what ſhe calls) his i 
love, as not to ſee, to feel, the very 
cenſurable eee of her con- 


duct! 


Poor 


| o 86 1 
Poor So phia, unqueſtionably, feels 
ge him at the moment ſhe urges me 5 
to pity, to pardon him, though ſne 
knows not how to defend him. The- 
amiable girl is, I fear, but too deeply 
affected with his indifference, for her 
peace, buoyed up as. ſhe. had been 
with the expectation of his finding it 
impoſſible not to admire, and to love 
| her. I think I ſee plainly that her 
7 diſappointment preys upon her: ſhe. 
is grown much. paler and thinner, 
and I have heard it whiſpered, that 
ſhe is in love. If that is the caſe, 
my ſon muſt be the cauſe of her- 
ſuffering, as ſhe never would have been. 
ſo willing to. accept. of him, if her: 
heart had not been quite free from. 
any attachment. She has too much. 
ſenſe, and too much honour, to be 
guilty of ſuch a Piece of hypocriſy. 


_ 
. 


Should my ſuſpicions be well- 


— has not this wrong- 
headed 


(8 1 11 
headed young man to anſwer for * 
But I will think no more of him, leſt 
I find myſelf too much incenſed ever. 
to receive him again as the ſon of 


| Your faithful and 
. <7  AﬀeRtionate friend, 


CauarLes Man Low. 


LET. 
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LETTER XXIII. 
Mr. MARLOW to Col. ASCOT. 


HE felicity which 1 believed to 
be permanent is every hour on 
the decline. 


I wrote to my father once more, 
to acquaint him with the fituation of 
my wife, and to beg, in the humbleſt 
manner, that her ſituation might, in 
ſome meaſure, induce him to receive 


her as his daughter, as ſhe was in the 


way of having the happineſs to make, 
him a grandfather. I have not yet 
had any anſwer to my ne. 


By endeavouring to prevail on. Mrs. 
Marlow to reſtrain a little her violent 
* to all Kinds of public di- 
verſions, 


(C 89 ] 
verſions, leſt my father ſhould hear 
of her imprudent proceedings, and 
be offended with them, to the exclu-—- 
fion of all my hopes of forgiveneſs, 
I have gccaſioned a coolneſs in her 
behaviour to me, which makes me - 
quite uneaſy, I till love her fondly, 
and once flattered myſelf, that I was 
as fondly beloved by ber: but were 
ſhe ever fo well diſpoſed to return my 
affection, ſhe really has not leiſure ; 
for ſhe is perpetually either in public, 
or preparing for the exhibition of her 
perſon, which is ſufficiently handſome, + 
indeed, to the attraction of all men, 


The man who has ſo attractive a 
wife has a ſmall chance of keeping 
her perſon, or her affections, to him- 
ſelf. Yet, do not miſtake me, Aſcot : 
I mean not to infinuate that my wife is 
entirely devoted to other men: I only 
mean, that as ſhe lives in ſuch a conti- 
nual whirlof amuſements, ſhe has hardly 


any 


1 
any time to ſpare for me, Balls, 
concerts, breakfaſtings, and powdered 
coxcombs, deprive me almoſt entirely 
of ber ſociety. * | 


Nou, as this is the ſtyle in which 
moſt married women of the preſent age 
live, a man has not much occaſion. for 
a wife: he cannot, certainly, if he 
is of a domeſtic turn, enjoy any ſatis» 
faction with her. What a delicious 
creature would my Clara be, were ſhe 
mine alone! that is, were ſhe to give 
up the time ſhe ſpends in rendering 


herſelf agreeable in the eyes of other 


men, to me. I am envied, it is true; 


but I receive no pleafure from the 
excitement of envy. I am not at all 
happy in ſeeing my wife admired, 
when I, at the ſame time, perceive 
her ſmiles more frequently directed to 
her temporary admirers, than to 


Your fincere friend, 


CHARLES MARLOW. 


LETTER XV; 
Sir. CHARLES MARLOW to Mr. 


BRETTON. 


OU tell me that I muſt endea- 
your not only to forgive, but 
to forget, what is paſt. I cannot, while 
I have freſh provocations. 


My ſon's wife gives him, every day, 
J hear, more and more reaſon to be 
diflatisfied ; and I find that he begins 
at laſt to feel the imprudence of her 
behaviour. He wants to remove her 
from a place in which ſhe expoſes 
both herſelf and him : but when a man 
once ſuffers a woman to gain an im- 
proper aſcendant over him, he will 
not eafily prevail on her to comply. 
with any of his wiſhes. 


Poor 
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Poor Charles! I am afraid he has 
undone himſelf, and deſtroyed one of 
the moſt amiable women in the world. 


Miſs Haſtings has had a fever, in 
conſequence of her diſappointment, . I 
firmly believe: her fever has fallen 
- Upon her nerves, and it will, in all 


Probability, throw her into a decline. 


She was to have gone down to Mrs. 
Scobs (her mother's fiſter) before ſhe 
Was taken ill. As ſoon as ſhe was 
in a condition to be remaved; Mrs. 
Scot fetched her away, hoping that 
þ change of air might be of ſervice to 
her. Mrs, Scot's houſe is in the neigh- 
bourhood of - Sir William Cooper. 
Had Miſs Haſtings gone thither before, 
my ſon might have ſtood a chance 
of ſeeing her firſt: ſhe certainly, I 
think, would then have pleaſed him, 
_ eſpecially as he could not but have 
ſeen that he was not diſagreeable to 
her. 
Charles 
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Charles has wrote to inform me of 
his having a proſpect of being a fa- 
ther. When he is a father, he will 
be ſenſible of what 7 ſuffer: he 
will then be as anxious about bis 
child's happineſs, as I have been about 
bim. There is no convincing ſome 
people that they are in the wrong 
they muſt ſeel themſelves fo bee 
they will believe it: they will only 
be taught by experience to guard 
themſelves againſt future evils. All 
the endeavours of their friends to put 
them into the right road to happineſs 
have no effect upon them; they chuſe 
rather to give the reins to their own. 
paſſions, than to give attention to their 
admonitions, and are only to be cured 
of their perverſeneſs by ſmarting for 
it. My ſon ought, undoubtedly, to 
ſmart for his perverieneſs ; and he will 
probably, when he has ſeverely ſuffered 
tor his folly, be convinced that I could 
have no view in perſuading him to 

* 
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quit the woman to whom he was im- 
prudently attached, and to take Her 
Whoſe conduct was every way unex- 
ceptionable, but the promotion, the 
inſurance of his felicity, I really 
imagine he thought I wiſhed to ſee 
him married to Miſs Haſtings, under 
the influence of caprice, and not from 
a belief that his marriage with her 
would be both happy and advan- 
su. 


As to his W proſpects, Charles 

has no reaſon to plume himſelf upon 
them; he may be diſappointed. His 
wife, being ſo volatile, and ſo fond 
of diffipation, may not— will not—it 
is likely be careful enough of herſelf 
to bring him children; at leaſt, no 
healthy ones, with good diſpoſitions; 
and no other are deſirable, I can truly 
ſay, from my own feelings. Let no 


man be over ſolicitous about chil- 


dren : that ſon, who was, not a great | 
while 


— 


3 
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| while ago, the delight of my heart, 
has given it a_ wound which will not 
eafily be healed. May you, my dear 
friend, never experience what now 
endures | 

Your fincere friend, 


CHARLES MazLow. 


85 
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LETTER XXV. 
Mr. MARLOW to Col. ASCOT. 


Hill ſdown. 
Have at length prevailed on Clara 
to quit Southampton. I brought 
her to this place yeſterday, though 
her departure from her gay friends 
coſt me much trouble, and her many 
tears, I plainly told her, indeed, 
when I found the ſtrongeſt hints, and 
even perſuaſions, were thrown away, 
that it was by no means proper for 
her to continue any longer where ſhe 
was. She wheedled and wimpered ; 
but I had ſufficient ſpirit to inform 
ber, that I was determined upon a re- 


moval ; that I had made a much longer 
\ tay 
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ſtay than I had firſt intended, entirely 
out of complaiſance to ber; and that 
I was ſure my father would never be 
reconciled to us while we remained 
apparently indifferent about a recon- 
ciliation. Her anſwer contained ſo fe- 
vere a reflexion againſt my father, that 

our diſputes were at once finiſhed by it. 
I inſiſted upon her preparing to leave 
Southampton in two or three days 
at fartheſt. This decifive ſpeech oc- 
cafioned a violent ſhower of tears ; 
and they, I confeſs, not only ſtag- 
gered me, but made me almoſt rekaly 
to undo all I had done, by recalling 


my words. A moment's eonfilleraGan; 


however, brought me back to my firſt 
purpoſe; and a contemptuous look, 
Which ſucceeded her tears, but which 
1 was not to have ſeen, I ſuppoſe, fixed 
me to it. She then defired to know 
where ſhe was to go: I told her I 
ſhould hire a ready-furniſhed houſe in 

Vol. I. * ſome 


Z 
ſome part of the country for the re- 
mainder of the ſummer, and that ſhe 
might chuſe her ſpot, provided the 
houſe was not in a town, but in a 
rural, retired ſituation. After having 
pouted near two hours, ſhe pitched 


upon a little village about a mile from 
Weſtbury-Green. I thought it not 


far enough from Sir William Cooper's; 
yet, not being able to meet with any 
thing 'at a greater diſtance which I 
liked, I took a houſe at Hillſdown. 


I ſhould have told you, that we 


came to London, and went to dine 


at Sir William Cooper's, as we could 
from thence eaſily take a view of the 


| houſe my wife had mentioned. He 
and my lady both preſſed us exceed- 
ingly to reſide at Weſtbury-Green. 


Mrs. Marlow would gladly have ac 


cepted of the invitation (on her mo- 
. ther's account, as ſhe pretended, who 
returned 


F 
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returned to Sir William's when we 
went to Southampton) but I was 
peremptory in refuſing it, becauſe $3 
thought we might be almoſt as much 
in public there as at the place we had 
Juſt left. 


In hopes of domeſticatins my wife 
2 little, I am fettled here in a very 


teat, though ſmall cottage, that is let 


every ſummer ſeaſon to people who 
chuſe to be privately, and at the ſame 
time rurally, ſituated. We have a to- 
lerable garden, and fine meadows, 
bounded by a pleaſant trout-ſtream, 
which adds greatly to the 63 
of the N 


Clara at firſt ſtarted a thouſand ob- 
Jetions to the ſituation of the houſe, 
and, in ſhort, to every thing belong- 

Ui to it. As ſhe found me, however, 
2 though very reluctantly ſo, 

K 2 (for 
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(tor it hurts me to make the ſlighteſt 
oppoſition to her will) ſne became re- 
conciled to the new ſcene. She has 
appeared, indeed, the more ſatisfied, 
as I have aſſured her, that my anxiety 
on her account (being fearful of ſee- 
ing her health injured by a life of 
continual hurry) induced me to chuſe 
ſo retired: a place. This is partly the 
truth; but I have other, and ſtronger , 
reaſons for what, 1 have done. 0 
ting aſide her being with child, ſhe 
gave too much encouragement, in my 
opinion, to the men to flirt with her: 
ſhe was certainly too defirous of ap- 
pearing in public, for a married woman, 
who ſbould be more attached to her 
huſband than to- any other man, 


I am very "IR to ſay, that I have 
been greatly miſtaken in Mrs. Mar- 
low. But are not all women, more or 
leſs, deceitful > How can I be aſſured, 

that 
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that I ſhould not have found the fault, 
of which I have been complaining, in 
Mis Haſtings—the ſame faults, or 
others of a ſtill more diſagreeable na- 
ture, notwithſtanding all my father's 


encomiums? 
1 am, 
| Dear - Colohet, 
5 Your's, &c. 


CHARLES MARLOW. 


x, ; 117. 
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LT TEA XVI 
Mrs. MARLOW to Miſs JENNER. 


Hillſdown, 

| HEN you read the name of 
the place from which this 
letter is dated, you will wonder from 
what quarter it comes. There is ſuf- 
| ficient room indeed for your aftoniſh- 
ment. Who could have believed, that 
I, after having married a man of for- 
tune, the only ſon of a baronet, was to 


lage, inhabited by no people but farmers 


we at preſent/ live excepted, and which 
has for = years been - annually 


and yet you will be more amazed 
| R when 


be cooped up in a little obſcure vil- 


and- their louts, the houſe in which 


tenanted by invalids, or kept miſtreſſes? 


tho 
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when I tell you, that the Log is my 
own choice. 


The caſe is this: Mr. Marlow would | 
hurry me from Southampton to ſome 
retired corner, pretending that ſuch a a 
removal was neceflary for my health 
but, for my own. part, I believe he 


was jealous of every man's fpeaking 


to me, and ſo wanted to put me where 


there are no men. Finding, therefore, 
that I could not ſtay at Southampton, 


] choſe to go as near Weſtbury- Green 
as poſſible Under the pretence of 


5 my mother, Who is with Lady 


Cooper, I may meet with other com- 
ny! for a very fond huſband, Sukey, 
ough a handſome one, is the dulleſt 
companion. in the world. 


Mr. Marlow and I, 1 are not 
ſuch companions at preſent, as we 
aws from morning to night: 

| F 4 ſquabbling 8 


IL 
ſquabbling keeps me from falling 
aſleep, and that is all 1 can ſay for 
it. I could not have conceived, that 
a man, profeſſing a violent paſſion for 
me, would ever have oppoſed me in 
any thing I liked; but ſo it is: and 
yet he ſometimes makes ſuch a fuſs 


with me, that I am as much tired of 


his love, as I am of his contradie- 
tions. I attribute his peeviſhneſs, in a 
great meaſure, to his father's proudly 


and ill-naturedly perfiſting in not being 
reconciled to him. From whatever 


cauſe his peeviſhneſs ariſes, it is hardly 
ſupportable. I ſhall endeavour, there- 
fore, to amuſe myſelf as well as I 


can, in order to put it out of wy 
head. | 


Sir George Dalton, ah Shs 
to come down to Southampton a few 
days before we left it, ſhowed me fo 
—_ PRI," that Mr. Marlow was 
a | exceedingly 


7 
1 

| 

| 
: 

| 

* 

: 
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exceedingly alarmed at them: he has 
the ſtrangeſt fancies! And now, I 
ſuppoſe, Sir George's arrival at Weſt- 
bury-Green will occaſion more . ſur 
miſes and ſuſpicions. I am deter- 
mined, however, to pay no regard 
to them. I may as well be buried 
alive, as live ſhut up always at home 
with my huſband — Ridiculous but 
I am reſolved I will not be made ſuch 
a fool of —I will have my own way 
as well as he. I could have lived 
in the ſtupid manner he is ſo fond 
of without marrying him. I ſpent 
my time, indeed, much more agreea- 
bly than I do now, before I con- 
ſented to be his wife : my only view 
in marrying was to have every thing 
I could with for, and defire; finer 
clothes, an elegant houſe, ſervants, 
jewels, and—a carriage; in ſhort, to 
go where I pleaſed, to fay what I 
n and to do what 1 pleaſed, 

Fi — | 


| CLE] 
without the leaft controul. 1 abhor, 
all reſtraint, and 1 will never ſubmit 
to any; but I ſhall be, in every 
place, wt 


_ Your's, moſt ſincerely, 


CLara ManLow. 


1 


LE T- 


LETTER XXVII. 


7 
. 110 HASTINGS to Mrs. SAUNDERS. 


1 he Grove. 
Would not write to you, my dear 


Henrietta, till I believed I could 
ſay ſomething to give you pleaſure; 1 


am certain, I can now do fo, by tell- 
Ing Nou, that I feel myſelf much. 


eafier in this fine, clear air, than 1 


was in London, or even in itsenvi- 


TONS. » 


Mrs. Scot, who is very kind to | 
me, infiſted upon my going out much 
oftener than I choſe when I firſt came 


down. | was ever, you know, a great 


lover of home; and, looking upon. 
this place as my home, during my 
ſtay in it, I was very defifous of in» 

1 dulging 
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dulging my ſedentary diſpoſition: but 
ſhe, from a real regard for my health, 
forced me out, and ſo often obliged 
me to go to Sir William Cooper's, 
who lives within a quarter of a mile 
of her houſe, that 1 began to be uſed 
to it; and now I like it as well as 
the Grove. 5 


Sir William and my Lady are both 
very polite and agreeable, and there 
is always a variety of company with 
them, ſo that I can ſee a great many 
people without any trouble; a conſi- 
detation of no ſmall conſequence, let 
me tell you, to indolent creatures like 
me. 

Who, now, do you think I have 
met with at Weſtbury-Green? Only 
Mr. and Mrs. Marlow. I was, you' 
may imagine, exceedingly ſurpriſed at- 
the fight of them; and my ſurpriſe | 
made me look, no doubt, like a fool! 

** Not 


"= 
„ 
Not having in the leaſt expected to 
ſee Mt. Marlow, felt my face as hot 
as fire; I was covered with ſhame: 
1 cannot any way account for my 
bluſhes, or my confuſion; but 1 _ 
felt myſelf extremely indiſpoſed, 3 3 
had not Mri Marlow ſupported me, 1 
were [I ſhould have fallen to the 
floor. However, though I was ſo 
== affected at this interview, it 


gave me a pleaſure n 1 4 cannot 
deſeribe. if + AP ee IAIN 
eie Toro. hl N l Harnett 
I had ung had a fort of a arten 
to fee Mrs. ” Marlow; a curiofity- 1 
never could entirely ſuppreſs, though 
I reſtrained it. I wiſhed to behold 
the lady preferred 1 me, and J have 
been gratiſied. I cannot blame Mr. 
Marlow for his choice: his wife is. 
very handſome indeed; .ſhe is tall, 
fair, and has a very pleaſing ſet” of 
features: there is a vivacity in her 
91 looks, 
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looks, and 8 ſprighuineſs in her man- 
nem particularly engaging. I cannot 
expreſs what I think about her beauty; 
but I mut tell vou, that I was not 
leſs pleaſed with Mr, Marlow : he 
never appeared fo perfectly amiable 
in my partial eyes; yet, there ſeemed 
to be à dejettion and a languar 
ahout him, which, though they plainly 
diſcovered that he was not in ſpirits, 
were : exceedingly becoming. The un; 
expected fight of me, I was afraid, 
occaſioned the depreſſion I obſerved ; 
and I was pained at the thought of 
having cauſed it: I was ſorry I came 
upon him fo abruptly ; I really wiſhed 
myſelf out again, though I knew not 
how to give up what was, accord- 
ing ta my feelings, ſo great a ſatisfac- 
tion: I therefore fat down. 


. Lady Cooper, who faw my auk- 
ward * * endeavoured ta 
| rcheve 
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retieve me by _ ag me n, 
2 — 


As foon as I 8 recaver my=. 
felt a little, Mr. Marlow himſelf ad- 


vanced, and in the moſt obliging 


manner enquired after my health;. 
« hoping I found myſelf better.” 
He then aſked me, how I liked that 
part of the country; and if I ſhould- 
make a long ſtay in it? adding, that 


my friendſhip would do him a great 
deal of honour, and that he was ſure 


Mrs. Marlow would be infinitely n 
in ſuch a neighbour, | 


I bowed, and felt my POR glow 


again, but had preſence of mind 
enough to make fome excuſe for my 
_ embarraſſment, by telling him, that 1 


was hardly recoyered from a bad fe- 
ver; that I had been adviſed to a 


chaner of airs that I was, in conſe- 


quenc? 


* 


11 
quence of my phyſician's preſcription, 
upon a viſit to my. aunt Scot, who. 
had a houſe very near Sir William's ; 
and that I believed'I ſhould ſtay with 
ber. till I was able to take a longer 
Journey, as my fituation Paten me 
ep | | 


? He et towing, © That he was 
very glad ] was. better; and that he 
hoped, that the air, which was reck- 
oned a good one, would quite reſtore 
me.” —He then aſked my permiſſion 
to; bring Mrs, Marlow to wait on 
me. 3 5 


On my anſwering, that her acquaint- 
ance would be very agreeable to me, 
be went up to her while ſhe was 
talking with Sir George Dalton, and, 
taking hold of her hand, led her to 
me. I Ghope (ſaid he, preſenting 
her) we ſhall be better acquainted.” - 
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1 affured him, that nothing on my 


fide ſhould be wanting to make us 
ſo. | 


Mrs. Marlow aid RT ; but 
I could not tell what. Indeed, what 
be ſaid was quite ſufficient, for no- 
thing could have been more obliging. 
When we walked in the gardens in 
the evening, Mr. Marlow was of »y 
party, and entered into converſation 
with me upon ſeveral entertaining 
ſubjects, which ſo beguiled the time 
that I really forgot—1 had not walked 
ſo long fince my fever—I forgot that 
it was late I ſcarce ſpoke indeed to 
any body but Mr. Marlow. How- 
ever, though I was thoughtleſs my- 
ſelf, be was very attentive to me. 
Obſerving” dew upon the graſs, he 
told me that he was apprehenſive of 
my taking cold, and endeayoured to 
prevail on me to let him conduẽt 


me 


| u 1 
me by 32 private walk to * 
N house. 


I conſented, and he offered his 
friendly arm for me to lean upon, 
fearing I might be tired. 1 was never 
leſs weary in my life: in ſhort, I was 
charmed with his ſolicitude about me, 
and tranſported to give pleaſure, as 4 
frieng, to him who had denied me 
the ſatisfaction of Rl love. 


Can there he pry impropriety, my 
dear Heprietta, in finding à friend in 
Marlow? in feeling the ſame affec - 
tion for bim, of which I ſhould be 
ſenſible for a brother ?—No, ſurely.— 
Beſides, I am to be Intimate alſo 
With Mrg, Marlow, who is a Very fine 
Woman. What an acquiſition! I. 
Wonder how Sr Charles could refuſe 
- bis approbation to ſo lovely a crear 
OLE ek he was partial to me, who 


Amy 

am no more to be compared to her 

yet I ſhall think better of myſelf now, 

as Marlow courts my acquaintance— 

my friendſhip It makes me proud to 
think that I am not totally overlooked 
by him, Am I not in uncqmmon 

ſpirits? You will hardly W me 


to be 
Your 8 


Sorts Hasrings, 


LET- 


3 
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LETTER XXVII. 


Mr, MARLOW to Col. Ascor. 


HAT poor, blundering, ſhort- 


fighted mortals we are! 
Would you believe it, Aſcot? How 
perverſe is my fate! I have not only 
married a woman who 1s determined 
to make me unhappy ; F have been 
thrown into the way of her, who, 


I am ſure, can, and who, I may ſafely. 


add, would render me happy, were I 
at liberty to put her partiality for me 
to the trial: in ſhort, Miſs Haſtings, 
the very Sophy Haſtings, on whoſe 
account my father has been ſo angry 


with me, lives near Weſtbury-Green, 


r have not only met her, but I am 


. likely = 


f | 
| 
| 
| 
| 


£ 
; : 
. 
: 
| 
; 
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1 
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likely te meet her frequently at Sit 
William Cooper's: ſhe has been ex- 
ceedingly ill, poor girl ! | 


I have heard the cauſe of her ifl- 
neſs imputed to my refuſal of hers 


I am not fo vain, George, as to ima; 


gine, nor ſo wicked as to with, my- 
ſelf of conſequence enough to occa- 
fion ſuch havock in ſo fine a form; 
but, certainly, had I known as much 
of Miſs Haſtings, when | refuſed her, 
as I do now, I would have periſhed 
rather than have given Mrs. Marlow 


the preference, However, I muſt now 


be as ſatisfied as I can with my own 
deciſion : yet, I cannot help letting 
Miſs Haſtings » ſee, in ſpite of the 
duty I owe my wife, how truly 
I eſteem her, how reſpe&fully I 
am attached to her: ſhe is really a 
moſt amiable. creature! Prepoſſeſſed, . 
at the time 1 was urged: to marry! 


ber, in favour of Clara, I ſcarcely ſaw 


' thoſe 


0 ws 7 
thoſe beauties which riow appear to 
me greatly ſuperior to the charms I 
diſcovered in Miſs Walton. 


Clara, however, upon the niceſt 
ſcrutiny, may be, I believe, pronounced 
the handſomeſt of the two; but then 
ber beauty is of a very different kind 
from Sophia's. The features of Clara, 
though extremely regular, have not a 
gteat deal of expreſſion in them: her 
paſſion for admiration, indeed, is ex- 
preſſed in every feature with ſufficient 
ſtrength; but you will allow, I hope, 
that the forcible appearance of that 
paſſion, in the faireſt face, is no em- 
belliſhment to it. TI wiſh I had thought 
as I do now when I became ac- 
_ quainted with Miſs Walton. 


But, to return to Miſs Haſtings —T 
ſhall never be able to do juſtice to 
her: pale as ſhe is, and fallen away, 
from her ill health, ſhe is ſtill amia- 

| | 


1 
ble beyond all deſcription: ſhe is de- 
licately formed throughout: her hands, 
arms, and neck, are beautifully white; 
her hair is of a cheſtnut hue, and 
grows very thick, ſhading her fair face 
in an alluring manner: her eyes are 
dark-blue, remarkably full of ſpirit 
and ſweetneſs ; ,and when ſhe ſmiles, 
there is a complacency diffuſed over 
her whole countenance, which renders 
her inexpreſſibly engaging : her con- 
verſation too is ſo pleaſing, and there 
is a ſoftneſs in her voice that melts 
your heart you are melted at once 
with pity, and with love. The tones 
of her voice never affected me in 
ſuch a manner till then. Prejudiced 
as I was in favour of another woman 
when I firſt knew her, I heard her 
ſpeak without feeling my © ears ra- 
viſhed with the muſic of her tongue :” 
] was now tranſported every time ſhe 
opened her lips; and I think the 
behaves with leſs reſerve than ſhe did 
when 


i we ] 
when I was introduced to her by my 
father. 


It is very poſſible, that a compari- 
ſon between Her behaviour and that 
of Mrs. Marlow, fince the unexpected 
diſcovery of her diſpoſition, may in- 
cline me to think, as I do at preſent, 


in a way more favourable to the former 


than to the latter; and I fancy there 
is nobody who will not, after having 


ſeen much of the two ladies, be of | 


my opinion: every body muſt ſurely 


give the preference, in point of tem- 


per, to Miſs Haſtings.” < 


8 do | wiſh, that I had 
taken my father's advice! Clara be- 
comes every hour more and more 


averſe to what is agreeable. to me: ſhe 


makes a perpetual oppoſition to my 


inclination—ſhe is ſatisfied with no- 


thing ſhe is indiſcreet, capricious, and 


extravagant, and ſpends the. greateſt 


part 


Fi. x81: J} 


part of her time in tricking herſelf 


out for conqueſt, A behaviour like 


this is not- to be defended in a mar- 
ried woman. I do not believe, in- 
deed, that ſhe really prefers any man 
to me; but it is not eaſy to ſay 


how far a woman's paſſion for admi- 


ration may carry her. 


5 To conclude, Aſcot, I am miſera- 
bly diſappointed in my wife: for her 
ſake J have unpardonably diſobliged 


my father; and, to fill up the mea- 
ſure of my mortification, I find Miſs 


Haſtings, to whom I might have been 
united, ſuperior in every reſpe& to 
every woman 1 have yet met with. 
Into what a perplexing, painful con- 
dition have I brought myſelf! but in 
uo condition ſhall-I ceaſe to be 


Your's, 


| CrarLEs Maxtow, | 


Vol. E | G 
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LETTER XXIX. 
6 From the SAME to the SAME. 


"HAT an immenſe progreſs 

have I made in a ſhort time! 

In my laſt letter I told you that I. 

was miſerable ; I can now tell you that 
Jam mad. | 


Mrs. Marlow gives herſelf up entirely 
to pleaſe Sir George. But why do I ſind 
fault with my wife? Am I not equal- 
ly culpable? and do I not ſee new 
charms every hour in the amiable So- 
phia? charms which will never fade, be- 
cauſe they are not merely perſonal ones. 
The beayties of her mind may, by 
additional cultivation, be improved by 
time: her heart wants no improve- 

ment: 


i 
ment: ſhe is the beſt creature 1 know 
in the world. 


Were my wife but as good as 
Miſs Haſtings, I ſhould certainly find 
her as attractive; for her perſon is 
very ſtriking: were ſhe as laviſh, of 
her good humour on me, as ſhe is to 
Sir George, I ſhould nct beſtow a 
thought on Sophia; or I ſhould think 
on her only with compaſſion. | It is 
my compaſſion, indeed, which has un- 
done me. 


I bore Mrs. Marlow's negle& of 
me, and attention to Sir George, with 
' tolerable patience, till I ſaw Sophia 
almoſt finking under the diſappoint- 
ment I had occaſioned ; then, and not 
till then, I became ſenſible of the 
charms of her perſon and converſation. 
She is frequently here; ſhe continues 
weak and low. While (ſhe is in ſuch 
a ſituation, can J refuſe her every 
8 2 conſolation 
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conſolation in my power? It is highly 


incumbent on me to endeavour to 
alleviate, if I cannot remove, the dif- 
quiet which originates from me: and 
as the -amiable object of my ſolici- 
tude appears to be pleaſed with my 
aſſiduity about her, I attend her, with 


tranſport I may ſay: I am never fo 


happy myſelf as when I am contri- 


buting to make ber ſo. I have alſo 
another deſign by thus attaching my- 
ſelf to Miſs Haſtings. —May I not, by. 


this attachment, make my wife ap- 


prehenfive of loſing my heart, and 
oblige her to alter a conduct which 


has given me but too much uneaſi- 


neſs; à conduct which has rendered 


me a thouſand times more ſenſible of 
the valuable and alluring qualities 


than I. ſhould otherwiſe have been ? 


1 am not, 1 flatter myſelf, of fo 
fickle a diſpoſition as to be defirous of 


fywg. from one woman to another; 


merely 


* N 3 
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merely for the fake of change, with- 


out having the ſtrongeſt reaſons to be 
prepoſſeſſed in favour of the one, to 
- be prejudiced againſt the other. 


How much diſquiet ſhould I have 


ſpared myſelf, Nad 1 complied with 


the wiſhes of my father, and married 


the woman of bi, choice, rather than 


of mine! As we cannot, therefore, 


always depend upon our own judge - 


ment, even in matters of the neareſt 
concern to us, it is better ſometimes 


to give it up to thoſe who not only 
have a right to direct us, but who, 
from ſeeing things with diſpaſſionate 


eyes, are more likely to make a wiſer, 
it not a more pleaſing alliance for us, 


than we are able to do for our- | 
ſelves. 


My refoſal of Miſs Haſtings 1 at 


this moment remember with additional 


regret, as 1 am allo at the ſame time 
G3 forced 


11 
forced to remember with ſtill deeper 
regrer my diſobedience to an excel- 
lent father, who was as well quali- 
ned, as he was willing, to chuſe a 
wife for me. 


* 


The woman, whom he did chuſe 
to make me happy, would certainly 
| have made me ſo. How could I be 
ſo blind to her beauty, and to. her 
merit! How could I facrifice myſelf 
to a woman with whom it 1s im- 
poſſible to enjoy any felicity ! I could 
almoſt wiſh that I had not been thrown 
in the way of Miſs Haſtings juſt 
now; and yet it is abſolutely out of 
my power to think of tearing my- 
{elf away from her: ſhe is too attractive 
in the eyes of 


Your 


CHA RLEs MARLOW. 


7 7) 
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Mr MARLOW to Miſs Msn, 1 


ELL! ſuppoſe I may- now, 

unmoleſted, do what I pleaſe, 
as Mr, Marlow is too much engaged 
to trouble me either with his com- 
pany, or his obſervations. A Miſs 
Haſtings, it ſeems, the lady whom his 
father deſigned for him, is come down 
to the neighbourhood of Weſtbury - 
Green, and engroſſes his attention; yet 
nobody can tell why, I am ſare ; for 
ſhe is a lifeleſs animal, in my opinion. 
The poor woman is ſick, indeed, 
which makes her look worſe than 
ſhe | would otherwiſe do; but then 
that ſhonld, on the other hand, be a 
very ſtrong reaſon againſt her being 
admired. However, her ſickneſs has a 

64 contrary 


WI 

contrary effect on Mr. Marlow; he 
follows her about from morning to 
night ; he rides with her, walks with 
her, and reads plays with her: in 
ſhort, he does every thing with her ; 
ſo that I think I am now at liberty 
to do what I pleaſe with every other 
In ConTINUATION. h 

J retract all that I have ſaid above. 
T ake notice, Sukey, it is not my in- 


clination to do ſo; but Mr. Marlow 
obliges me to it. As I found myſelf 


entirely neglected, and believed myſelf 


entirely unobſerved by him, I thought 


J might allow myſelf the ſame free- 


doms with Sir George, as he took with 
Miſs Haſtings. 


1 was, however, ſurpriſed, not in 
committing any great crime neither ; I 
was only playing the fool a little ; 
but my mn. » my be- 
| haviour 
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1 | 
| haviour in a very different light, can- 
demned it with a ſeverity which de- 
.prived me of all patience. I retorted, 
therefore, and happening to mention 
his Favourite in terms not quite agree- 
able to him, he flew into a violent 
paſſion, told me that every word I 
had uttered was a ſcandalous falſehood ; 
and that he had not a thought, on her 
account, which was not as pure as 
her own chaſte boſom, (though, by 
the by, his face fluſhed like ſcarlet 
while he uttered ſo monſtrous a lye) 
declaring at the ſame time, that as 
Miſs Haſtings was the friend, the 
favourite of his father, and had alſo 
done him the honour to forgive his 
neglect of her, he could not pay her 
too much eivility, nor diſtinguiſh her 
in too particular a manner: he con- 
cluded with ſay ing, that, if I dared to 
caſt a ſingle reflexion upon her, he 
would not only never ſee me again, 
but find a method to put an imme- 
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diate ſtop to my infamous _Aper- 


| ions. 


There, Sukey ; there is language 
from the man who was dying for me 
a little while ago!—Well! I don't 


care—his behaviour ſuits my purpoſe 


extremely : it authoriſes me to do juſt 


. what I pleaſe, and I ſhall a& ac- 
_ cordingly. 


When 2 man no longer pays any 


regard to appearance, he gives a wo- 
man a free ſcope, I think, to behave 


as her inclination leads her ; ; and if 


Mr. Marlow will not 45 made ac- 


countable for his conduct 
- occafion to be N fof mine; 


and he ſhall fee I will not: he ſhall. 
ſee that I can match him in ſpirit, 


4s well as in every thing elſe. I want 


neither defire or intreaty to return Sir 


George's paſſion for me; and as Mr. 
Marlow has now ſhown me the way, 
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I ſhall be to blame if I do not fo 


low his example. 


My mother, indeed, makes a noiſe 


about my behaviour, and tells me 
that I am wrong; and that Mr. Mar- 


low's connexion with Miſs Haſtings 


is nothing but friendſhip ; adding, 


5a ſhe fears mine with Sir George 
But what fignify her fears? ſhe 
had no fears when ſhe encouraged me 
to draw in Marlow, though The knew 
I had no fancy for ES that all 
men weie alike to me, and that he 
only who had the largeſt fortune, 


and the moſt eafily to be backed, was 


the propereſt for my purpoſe. 


As Mr. Marlow has Giciemty diſ- 
covered himſelf tired of me, I am 
quite at liberty, I think, to let him 
ſee I am heartily weary of bim. The 
only perſon about whom I have any 
apprehenſions is Lady Cooper: ſhe is 
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by no means a ſevere woman; yet 
ſhe would not, I imagine, ſeem to 
countenance what ſhe does not ap- 
prove in her family: ſhe is, in fact, 
that fort of a woman who ſees a great 
deal more than ſhe is ſuppoſed to ſee ; 
certainly more than ſhe chuſes to men- 
tion; for ſhe is very far from being 
a talkative perſon, She is really, I 
believe, (what is commonly called) 
a good woman—but Sophy Haſtings 
is a fly creature—ſhe has quite gained 
over the Marlows, both father and 
ſon ; ſo that, were it not for Sir George, 
Iſhould be altogether deſerted by every 
body. What a mortification would 
ibat be to | i 


Your 


Clara MakLow! 


EE - TR 
Mr. MARLOW to Col. AS COT. 


Acknowledge the charge. Yes, my 
1 dear George; if the feeling the 
moſt ardent paſſion for the moſt amia- 
ble woman in the world be a crime, 
I am indeed moſt guilty: yet hea- 
ven, who knows the purity of my 
intentions, knows that I endeavour to 
conceal it from her with the greateſt 
care. I would even conceal it from 
myſelf; but, notwithſtanding all my 
efforts, I am but too ſenſible that T 
can taſte no pleaſure unſhared with 
her; nor can I ſupport the depreſſion 
and languor with which I ſee her 
ſtruggle: of every art in my power 
do 1 avail ns to chear her droop- 
ing 


E 


ing ſpirits, and to re-animate her. The 


phyſicians having preſcribed exerciſe, 
ſhe rides frequently; but as ſhe has 
only a ſervant to attend her, I have 
deſired leave to accompany her: ſhe 
accepted my offer in ſo obliging a man- 
ner, and looked ſo many acknowledge- 
ments, though 7 was the perſon un- 
der obligations, -that I could not help 
gazing on her, as on a being ſupe- 
rior to the common race of mortals. 
The pleaſure which I now received 
by attending her in her rides is not 
to be expreſſed. The excrciſe pre- 
ſeribed, not only gave the moſt beau- 
tiful glow to her complexion, but in- 
ſpired her with a chearfulneſs which 
rendered her ſociety and converſation 
very delightful. Never indeed had I 


met with a coin panion ſo exquiſitely 


pleaſing; a companion who, while 


ſhe engaged my whole attention, ſeemed 
W be entirely taken up herſelf with 
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pointing, out the beauties of the pro- 
ſpects round us to me, and making 
our ride as agreeable to me as poſſi- 
ble, by her obſervations, which were, 


indeed, e e and enter- 


— 


On a ſudden I * 3 turn pale, 
and look as if ſhe was not able to 
ſit upon her horſe. 


Throwing myſelf inſtantly from my 


| horſe, I took her down gently in my 


arms, and carried her to a bank. 


There I ſeated her, and ſtanding by 
her fide, requeſted her to lean on me, 


while, I felt in my pocket for- ſome 
lavender-water, remembering that Mrs, 
Marlow had defired me to put up 


ſome for her when we ſet out for 
Hillidown. 


Sophia, having 3 out her hand- 
kerchief to wipe her face, 1 wetted _ 


I 
1 - it 
[i 


3 
it t wick the lavender water, and I really 
believe, that her ſmelling to it ſaved 
her from fainting. By that applica- 


tion, and by rubbing her hands be- 
tween mine, preſſing them at the 


ſame time to my boſom, I had ſoon 


the happineſs of ſeeing the blood re- 


turn to her cheeks, of which a deadly 
paleneſs had for ſome moments taken 


poſſeſſion. 


She continued, however, in a lan- 
guid ſtate; and while ſhe remained in 
that ſtate, ſhe appeared to be incapa- 
ble of moving, or even of making 
any reſiſtance, had I dared to take ad- 
vantage of her ſituation -I vould 
fooner have periſhed than have taken 
an im aqoper advantage of that fitua- 
tion. | There were, however, freedoms 
eb upon the occaſion —free- 


doms which a woman of the greateſt 


delicacy might have allowed; and of 
"them, I will .honeſtly own, I avalleck 
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myſelf: but my behaviour was only 
like that of a brother, or particular 


friend; it was affect ionate, but ſtrictly 
Within the bounds of en re 


-Qizcitinlillices as I am with Miſs 
Fats” no other behaviour is de- 
fenſible no other ought to be ſuffered. 
Yet, oh George! what a bitter con- 
<deration is it to know that I might 
have been entitled to the /aft freedoms, 
had I not cut myſelf off by haying 
firft fooliſhly fixed my affections upon 
a woman every way unworthy of my 


efteem! Even ſhe, however, were ſhe 


but as willing, as ſhe is able, to make 
me-happy, might prevent my fighing 
after Sophia, all defirable as ſhe is. It 
is now too late to think of theſe 
things ; and yet, how can 1 help. 
thinking on them !—T have daſhed hap- 
pineſs from me—What felicity 3 
J not have enough of, had I——But to 
return to the charming companion "Wn 


_ my 
5 


my ride, my endeavours to recover her 
had the deſired effect. 


Lifting up her eyes to mine, and 


then caſting them down, as if abaſhed 
at the fight of mine, ſhe, withdrew 


her hand haſtily, and, rifing, ſaid, 1 


thank you, Sir, for your aſſiſtance; 1 


find myſelf quite well now. Pray. let 


us return,” continued ſhe, walking 


in a hurry towards her horſe. 


1 followed, and, trembling leſt I 


ſhould have faid or done any thing 


to offend her, begged her not to be 
too precipitate, * I am afraid (ſaid I) 
that you have already over-fatigued 


yourſelf: Iam afraid that your difor- 
der will return, if you do not give 


yourſelf a little more reſt,” —But I 


could not detain her-] redoubled my 
intreaties in. vain: ſhe made no an- 
ſwer; ſhe only looked about for a 


place from which ſhe might remount 
wy OT” =: 


on 
r 
5 > nah N 


5 i 
\ $ 3 I 4 45 LAW 0% : g L 3 
7 ͤ Vcc ed ne ren on 
are ee eo ade 8 


oy aw * 2 


[+4429] 


ber borſe with eaſe. Her ſervant had 
retired behind a hedge, when ſhe fat 


down, out of reſpect. 


Oatching her again in my arms, I 
fixed her upon her ſaddle: her face 
and neck were crimſoned: ſhe thanked 
me, with a flight bow, and rode 
off. | | 


Coming up with her ſoon, I patted 
her horſe's neck with my hand, and 


aſked her, how ſhe found herſelf ? 


She replied, 725 very well.” Vet, 


when my fingers happened to touch 
. her's, by mere accident, ſhe drew 


them briſkly away, as if they were 
burnt. From that moment ſhe behaved 


with more reſerve to me, though 


with equal politeneſs, 


In the midſt of all her reſerve, 
however, I diſcovered, .at the ſame 
9 | time 
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F 140 J 
time, a bluſhing ſenſibility, which con- 
vinced me that ſhe was far from being 
pleaſed at the neceſſity of aſſuming 
a carriage foreign to her heart. 1 
ſighed, and I am pretty ſure that my 
ſighs were not diſregarded by her, 
though the: ſaid nothing. Yet, why 
ſhould l wiſh her to fee what can only 


tend to make her uneaſy? Let me 


not bring any more affliction upon her: 


he has already ſuffered too much on 


n account. I have ruined my own 
peace, and J ſometimes fear I have 
deſtroyed her's for ever. I certainly 
would not have Sophia unhappy; but 
it is inexpreſſibly flattering to be 

[eſteemed by ſo lovely, fo valuable a 
Creature. ; 


In ConTINUATION. 
I have been ſo entirely attentive 


to Miſs Haſtings, that I quite forget 


to mention my wife, though ſhe very 
conſiderably increaſes my anxiety, 


She 
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She has given ſuch improper encou- 
ragement to Sir George Dalton, that 


he really takes what liberties he pleaſes | 
with her. 


When I defired her, not a great 
while ago, to be a little more dif- 
creet in her conduct, ſhe pertly re- 
plied, © That I, of all people, ought 
to be filent, as my own behaviour to 
Miſs Haſtings ſufficiently authoriſed , 
ber to act in the manner moſt agree- 
able to her in every reſpect; — — 
ſome farcaſms againſt that amiable 
girl, provoking enough to make me 


anſwer her in a ſharper key than uſual. 


I- forced her indeed into filence by 
telling her, that, though ſhe was her- 
ſelf weary of ſhowing me any regard, | 
ſhe ought not to reflect upon thoſe 
who treated me with any conſidera- 
tion; that Miſs | Haſtings was the 


friend of my father, and conſequently 


7 


t 
my friend; and that, while ſhe ho- 
noured me with her eſteem, I could 
not be entirely miſerable; that the 
diſcretion of her conduct, the purity 
of her mind, the uprightneſs of her 
actions, and the delicacy of her man- 


rs, not only rendered her character 


of every man's admiration, and of the 


imitation of every woman; that if ſne 


ventured to breathe a fingle hint againſt 
Miſs - Haſtings for the future, I would 
make her repent of it, by ſeverely 
chaſtiſing every failure in her affection 
to me, every failure in her duty to 
herſelf, by encouraging other men to 
hope for her favour, as I had never 
given her the leaſt occaſion to be 
jealous. | : 


5 


« Were I dif poſed.»to revenge your 


neglect of me, (continued I) Miſs 


unqueſtionable, but made it worthy 


o 


Haſtings would be the laſt woman I 


ſhould 
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ſenſible that the js my fondeſt friend? 


L. 143 J 
ſhould think of, ſuppoſing her capable 
of being corrupted, having too ſin - 
cere a regard for her reputation to 
contribute to the loſs of it. I there- 
fore inſiſt upon your never mention- 
ing Miſs Haſtings again, but in terms 
of the higheſt reſpe&.” 


Thus, my dear Aſcot, have I endea- 
voured to put a ſtop to the virulence 
of my wife's detracting tongue, who 
has been ſcandajouſly loud againſt 
Miſs Haſtings, in hopes of covering 


her own indiſcretions : but, though 1 


flatter myſelf, that I have filenced my 


calumniating wife, who ſhall adminiſter 
peace to my diſtracted mind? How 


ſhall I quiet my own conſcience, 
which every moment tells me that I 
am wrong—tells me that I ought to 
fly from Miſs Haſtings as if ſhe was 
my greateſt enemy, though I am very 


How 
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LETTER xxx, 


Sir ix CHA. MARLOW Mr. BRETTON, | 


EE I £4 


Am really at preſent in a moſt 
undeterminate late; ; I know . not 
how to act. b 


1 kate received a letter from Miſs 
Haſtings, who is with Mrs. Scot "Mi 
the Grove, Which 18 near  Weſtbury- 
Green, and conk; ſequently 3 in the neigh- 
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3 of Sir William n 
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To. Sir William aud Lady © Coo | 
my fon. and his wife are 7 OS. i 
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viſiters, as they occupy 4 im al . 6 | b 
at A Place called, Hillfdow III. 7 We . 
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Miſs * has often met them 
at Weſtbury-Green: ſhe has informed 
me in a letter, that nobody can won- 
der at my ſon's falling in love with 
his wife, ſhe is ſo handſome ; adding, 
however, that neither her beauty, nor 
the gratification of his paſſion for her, 
can make him, any amends for the 
loſs of my affection, and want of my 


; forgivenels ; 3 that he pines, away his 


life in ſorrow and regret, for having 
offended me: in ſhort, ſhe has faid ſo 
much in favour, not only of Charles, 
but. of Mrs. Marlow alſo, that ſhe. has 


| almoſt ſtaggered me. She adds too, 

that he. has, by the great deference 
and eſteem. with which he honours her, 
ſetting aſide his numberleſs amiable 


qualities, ſo attached ber to him and 
to his family, that ſhe cannot ceaſe 


intreating . me to pardon, him at leaſt, 
if Iv will, not yet immediately W a 
to receive kim and Bis wife. She eon- 


cludes with hoping that I” cannot re- 
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F 1 147 ]. 
7 fuſe her, as the is ſure, that When 1 : " 
40 ſee Mrs. Marlow 1 muſt allow her 
beauty to be ſo confiderable as to 
1 apologiſe ſufficiently for my ſon's ha- 
4 _ been enchanted by „% 


What now can be Wes in reply 1 

- to all this? What reſiſtance can I 
make to theſe repeated importuni- 

ties? To confeſs the truth, I find” 
myſelf ſtrongly impelled to pardon 
what is paſt, at the interceſſion of 
this amiable girl - But then, poſlibly, 
ſhe is too partial to Charles: yet, 
ſuppoſing /be looks on: him with the 
moſt favourable eyes - and with ſuch 
eyes ſhe, I doubt not, beholds him — 
J cannot look upon Mrs. Marlow in 
the ſame light; for, if ſhe really loved 
my ſon, ſne could not be fond of his 
wife for taking him from her. I can- 
not, I own, tell what to make of her 
intereſting herſelf ſo warmly in behalf 
of a» man whoetefe her for another, 
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By this behaviour, Miſs Haſtings 
gives a ſtriking proof of the great 
goodneſs of her heart—I never, in- 
deed, queſtioned it and ſhe alſo makes 
Mrs. Marlow appear in very advan- - 
tageous colours: ſhe would not, cer- 
tainly, ſpeak ſo well of her, if her 

conduct was reproachable, as ſhe is 
certainly her rival. However, there 
muſt be a good deal of: allowance 
made for the uncommon ſweetneſs of 1 
Miſs n s diſpoſition. 1 


* letter deſedves a very obliging 
anſwer at leaſt; and I think I may 
venture to give her hopes of my 
being reconciled to my ſon, if there 
18 any probability of Mrs. Marlow's 
making a commendable wife. With 
regard to her becoming ſuch a wife, 
IJ have many doubts; and I muſt have 
convincing proofs of the | propriety of 
her conduct before I agree to take Aa 
ſtep ſo contrary to my inelination, and 

9 1 my | 
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my principles. I cannot, I think, go 


farther than this at preſent; and I will 


-enter upon it immediately, by reply- 


ing to Miſs Haſtings; firſt giving her 
every kind of praiſe ſhe ſo juſlly 
merits for her great candour, good- 


nature, and conſideration for me, who 


am ſufficiently puniſhed for having 
ſlighted the opportunity I had of taſt- 


ing the pureſt human felicity with the 
moſt accompliſhed and beſt of women, 
whom I muſt ever wiſh to have been 
the ner + 21 20100209067 19 


| Your fincere friend, 


CHARLES MARLOW. 


LETTER XXXIIL | 


Miſs HASTINGS to Mrs, SAUNDERS, 


ou enquire after my health, my 
dear Henrietta, with ſo friendly 
an earneſtneſs, and are fo apprehem- 
five that my preſent Tituation will, 
by increaſing the anxiety of my mind, 


retard my recovery, that I will haſten 


to aſſure you I have not been ſo well 


tor ſome time. 


Can 1, without a bluſh, add, that 


my ſpirits are ſo much better than 
they uſed to be, in conſequence of 
Mr. Marlow's extreme ſolicitude on 
my account? However, as he appeared 


more melancholy as I became more. 


chearful, | was, at laſt, alarmed at his 
T4 * 8 increalcd 
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Increaſed! edge, and — bim, 
in the ſtrongeſt terms, to acquaint me 
with the cauſe of it, 


With | great avis! be E 
length owned, that Sir Charles, by 
till refuſing to be retonciled to him, 
oeesboted him ine xpreffible diſquiet. 
Penetrated with compaſſion, 1 once 
more attempted to move Sir Chatles 
inthis ſor's favonr, "without telling ith 
ny thing about my "Acfitin 1 and I 
have ſo far Tucceeded ds to gutt a 
promiſe, chat if Mrs. Marlow makes 
his ſon happy, he may, probably, 
receive them as his children. Pleaſed 
with having Vbrained more than I had 
almoſt ventured *6 expH t, 1 ereus 
£0  WeRDulyaGHh. 


YT Miter wth bis wire ality; 
== flew to meet me; yet, the melatitholy 
which had fo long oppreſſed him tilt 
RY brew a gloom over his countenance. 
- H4 . 
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However, not doubting that; F ſhould 
reſtore chearfulneſs to the moſt elegant 
ſer of features imaginable—features 
which are always pleaſing, in ſpite of 


the dejection hanging over them—1 


communicated my intelligence imme 


diately, concluding it would be in 


the higheſt degree welcome to him. 


Changing colour, he lifted. up his 
hands and eyes in an ecſtatic attitude; 
then turning to me, and graſping my 
hands, he exclaimed, |* How great 
are my obligations to you, Ma- 
dam!” 


\- Theſe few words were uttered with 
| uncommon earneſtneſs; with an ear- 
neſtneſs which I had not expected, 
and for which I could not account. 
e, What do 1 not owe you, indeed ! 38 
comtigued. he, with, a deep 1 
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Then, ſtarting from me, he walked 
haſtily up and down the room, with- 
out expreſſing the leaſt ſatisfaction at 
what he had heard. So far indeed 
was he from being ſatisfied with what 
I had communicated to him, that he 
ſeemed to be. relapſing into the. pen- 


ſiveneſs which I had * to re- 


move. 


The e fi 3 of 35 om gras 
3 ſtrangely diſconcerted me, they 
were ſo violent: the neglect of me 
immediately following them, and the 
formality of the word Madam, with 
his increaſing ſeriouſneſs, and continued 
ſilence, ſurpriſed me exceedingly, as 
I really believed that he had nothing 
to make him uneaſy but the inflexi- 
bility of his father, the probable re- 


moval of which would have occaſioned 


a happy change in his, diſpoſition, 
and have gien a new turn to his, 
ſpirits. 


1 5 + 


1 

I vas miſtaken — quite diſappointed, 
tet me Ney, as he conducted hitnſel 
in a manner totally different from any 
kind of behaviour I had before ob- 
ferved in mim. Inſtead' of entering 
upon the fubject Which was, I thought, 
neateſt his heart, in which he had 
appeared ſo deeply intereſted, he never 
made the ſlighteſt mention of it: 
ſcarce, indeed, did he ſpeak of any 

ing ele. | He has, ſeemingly, avoided 
me ever 'fince ; yet, when we have an 
interview; he treats me with an ad- 
ditronal reſpect: he keeps himſelf, 


| however, at a much beer di- 
"_ 


To confefs the wund I am wy no 
means pleaſed with this change in 
his behaviour, as 1 think it is not 
agreeable to his own inclination—Bat 
he can alter it if he chuſes In the midſt 
of alt this he appears fatisfied with 
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me—While I enjoy his friendſhip I 
cannot complain—I can only 
plainofarfiremmion wirtch divides, from 
ber faithful friend, 


Firma Harries. 
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2011 L PTTER XXXIV. 
Mr. MARLOW to Col. ASCOT. 
YT EW proofs have I every day 


of the excellence of this So- 
Phia's heart. She is not only conti- 


nually diſcovering a defire to remove 


my melancholy (little thinking, that 


he is herſelf the cauſe of it) but has 


wrote to my father, and prevailed on 


him to promiſe, if my wife makes 
"me happy, to receive us both as his 


children. 1 ſhall never be received 
then in the wiſhed-for manner I am 
doubly wretched, by being convinced 
that it is not in the power of my wife 
to make me happy at all : ſhe never 
will give herſelf any trouble indeed 


** 
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about my happineſs; and were ſhe - 
ever ſo deſirous of making me;happy, 
it is impollible for her to ſucceed, as 


1 am now thoroughly ſenſible of Miſs. 


Haſtings 8 ſuperiority, to her, both with 
regard to her underſtanding, and her 


temper: cannot ſay tog much in 


ping of f the, firſt, or of the laſt 


1 


: Buy, | is, Clara to blame, you wil 
ſay, becauſe. another woman is; wiſer 


and better natured than herſelf No 


but ſhe is certainly to be condemned 
for her total negligence of ne, even 


before we came down hither; and for 


being ſo deſirqus of pleaſing every 


other man; for, though Dalton ap- 


pears to be her fayourite, yet ſhe 


flirts with every man who falls in her 


way. 

a 5 n. the Kier hand, ether 
unfortunate; ly | tached to me, or; above 
| all 


d * 3 
al che Nitthe arts of Vel fer, takes 
Fauler notice of nobody but me: 


yet even ber diftmguiſhing qa 


will not give me the felicity 1 

after, as 1 date not return it. N 1 
be criminal in ie to 10% her To 
What purpofe Is ſhe formed to make 


me blieſt, if I muſt not ſeem to de- 


fire it? However, I am only ſuffer- 
ing for my own folly, 'whiich' has 

1 me into this mortifying finka- 
udn. 1 ought not, therefote, to com- 
2 plain indeed 1 do not, to the deat 
_ cauſe of all my forrows, and my Joys: 
to ber I ſay ncthing, becauſe I trem- 
ble left 'T ſhould ſay too much. She 


fees my dejeꝰ ion, and ſhe takes no- 


tice of it in the kindeſt manner: but 
even that Kindnefs undoes me, as it 
renders her a thouſand times more 
amiable; as it flatters me with a be- 
fer, that The would not have forbidden 
me td hope, had” 1 not thrown my- 


A ſelf ; 


__ 


| _£ 59 3 

ſeif quite out of the way of any ex- 
pectations of that ſort. A. confidera- 
tion of this nature is ſufficient to in- 
creaſe, to a degree not to be ſupported, 
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Miss HASTINGS to Mrs. SAUNDERS. 

Ou tell me, my dear Henrietta, 
that you wiſh exceedingly to 


ſee me, and that, you have many 
things to communicate to me, which 


you do not chuſe to commit to pa- 


per. You preſs me to come to you. 
What will you ſay to me when I 


inform you, that I believe I ſhalt 


' ſoon be obliged to quit this place, 


and to fly from the perſecution of 
a man who has, I confeſs, but few, 


if any, faults ? 


Yes, my dear, fetting fancy and 
taſte aſide, Sir Anthony Luther (that 
is the name of the gentleman ſtrongly 
recommended to me by Mrs, Scot) 
1 may 
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may be pronounced an agreeable man: 
yet J cannot like him; nor can I ſay 
any thing to make my aunt fatisfied 
with my refüſal of him: the will 
hear nothing againft an alliance to 
which I can never give my conſent. 
I fear, therefore, that I hall be un- 
der a neceſſity of leaving the Grove 


-much- ſooner than I had intended: 1 


cannot think of remaining here, if'my 
aunt continues to perſecute me. As 
to the gentleman himſelf, I imagine. I 
can advance reaſons ſufficient to-ma 

him deſiſt. I will allow. him to have 
a great deal of merit, but I do not 
find myſelf in the leaſt diſpoſed to 


prevent him teaſing me upon a ſub- 
ject on which we ' ſhall never "I 
ou: * on ſear 25755 Te 
| | Your'affeCtionate : ; ity 
of Tab $7 14445 | 
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LETTER XVI. 


Mr: MARLOW » ito ©. ASCOT. 


HERE. is now but one thing 


wanting to complete my dictrao- 
tion, * ae) Lam afraid, is making 
quick approaches to me. You will 
ant be ſurpriſad, I imagine, after all 
J have ſaid, 10 hear that this is the 
marriage of Miſs Haſtings—of that 
Sophia who might have been mine. 
Could I. blet out iche idea of her 
from my mind, 1 ſhould be lefs mi- 
ferable! but it is impoſſi le. My 
own folly ſtares me ſo glaringly in 
the face, L——Yet. I will not ſay 


all I think of myſelf, leſt it ſhould 
Tet you fo firongly againſt me, as to 


make you give me up for ever. 
When 
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When I have loſt both Sophia and 


'you, what is there valuable on earth 


remaining! My father has long har- 
dened his heart againſt me: nor will 
he even now, at the interceſſion of 
the angelic Sophia, feceive me, but 


upon a condition by which a recon- 


ciliation is entirely excluded. Hows 
ever, ſhould my wife now, by a to- 


tal change in her behaviour, induce 


my father to be reconciled to me, I 
could not be happy with her ſhould 


-ſhe be ever ſo affectionate, I cannot 


love her ſhe 3s no longer the woman 


ſhe was but J think not of her- I may 


ſafely, I believe, affirm; that ſhe never 
loved me; yet, notwithſtanding Sophia's 
infinite ſuperiority to her, I think I 
could have proved kind ito Clara, 
had ſhe continued to return the pal- 
ſion J felt for her when 1 married 
ber. I ſhould at leaſt have done my 
utmoſt -endeavours to return her af- 
ITE tection 3 
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fection; though, had I then ſeen what 
1 bave fince diſcovered, I ſhould have 


been, I fancy, very much hurt. 


How very unhappily am ] at this 
moment {ſituated ! how deſtitute of 
- conſolation! I have no father—no 
wife no miſtreſs—no friend but you. 
What is to become of me? Yet 
let me not be too hard upon the 


'amiable Sophia: ſhe ' till treats me 
with the greateſt gentleneſs : ſhe ſtill 


tries to entertain me, even while ſhe 
miles upon Sir Anthony. | 


This, my dear Aſcot, is the foun- 
dation of my diftreſs : Sir Anthony 
Luther, a young baronet, handſome, 
(his rival will allow him to be hand- 
ſome) ſenſible, and accompliſhed, met 
with Miſs Haſtings where ſhe was 


viſiting with her aunt Mrs. Scot, and 


defired her leave to addreſs her. The 
24 f - ©. *  antwer 
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anſwer he received to his bag ons was | 
favourable. | 


He follows Sophia every where; 
he ſcarce ſuffers her to be a moment 
out of his fight. I have been told, 
indeed, that ſhe has rejected him; 
but as ſhe permits him to be conti- 
nually near her, what am I to think? 
And yet what can I ſay? I am- 
doomed to behold every advance, 
which this happieſt of men makes in 
her favour, without daring to declare, 
that what I obſerve is exquiſitely 
painful to' me. There is no deſcri- 
bing what I endure. To know that 
I muſt not give way to a growing 
paſſion. for the moſt deſirable of wo- 
men, is ſufficiently mortifying. I 
want not to ſee that woman liſten to 
the paſſion of another man, whom 
few- of her ſex would refuſe, to in- 
creaſe my mortification. What tor- 


ment 


* 


ment is equal to this Nothing, but 
the certainty of her being married to 
him, can exceed it an idea of too 
dreadful, a. nature to be indulged 
dy 


Your. diſtrefled friend, - 


CHARLES MarLow, 


{ 167 J 
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LETTER XXXVIL 
Mrs. SAUNDERS to Miſs HASTINGS. 


OR not coming to me, after 
having encouraged me to expect 
your arrival here, if Mrs. Scot · conti- 
nued her perſecutions about your new 
admirer, fills. me at once with hopes 
and fears. You induce me to believe, 
that you have agreed to accept of 
an agreeable! man Who has gained the 
conſent of a- near relation of your 
own ſex, a woman of ſenſe and diſ. 
cernment; or that you have not reſo- 
lution: enough! to tear yourſelf from 
Marlow; whoſe behaviour is too in- 
ſinuating to be countenanced while 
he is the huſband: of another. 


— 


as - 
If you are detained by your at- 
tachment to Marlow, and I have great 


reaſon to believe you. are, your fitua- 


tion is exceedingly alarming. If, in- 
deed, you perſiſt in continuing with 
your aunt, from an ignorance of your 
danger, you are more to be pitied 


than blamed: but if you are really 


as ſenſible of Marlow's powers of plea- 


ſing as you ſeem to be, you ought. 


to fly from him with the utmoſt ex- 


pedition. There is no parleying with 


ſafety, my dear girl, upon ſuch an 


occaſion. While n are r g. 


you gate: loft: 55g 146 | 
. t1 


1fy you. .ireally. hog your wg * 7 
cannot be prevailed on to remove your- - 


ſelf from a man who is married, who 
married a woman purely from inclina- 


tion, who loved her welb enough to 
diſoblige an excellent father on ber 


account; tlrink, Sophia, thin ſeriouſly, 
what you will have to anſwer for. 


By 
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By giving Marlow the ſmalleſt in- 
ducement to ſuppoſe that you like 
him, you draw him from his wife, 


and make him negle& her whom he 
has ſo dearly gained, for you, who 


cannot have a legal title to his af- 
fection. Conſider only for a moment! 
Reflect upon the diſtreſs which you 


bring upon her, upon 4im, and particu- 
larly upon yourſelf. I need not, I am 
fure, enumerate the ill conſequences... 


which may ariſe from a. conduct of 
this kind; but I deem it incumbent 
on me, as the ſincereſt of your friends, 


to remind you of them, leſt the ten- 


derneſs of your regard for the man 
whom you ought to drive from your 
mind, ſhould tempt you to go much 
greater lengths than you once dreamt 
of. | 


Stop therefore in time, my dear 
Sophia; diſengage your thoughts from 
a criminal attachment, and liſten to 

Vol. I. 5 the 
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the addreſſes of bim for whom Mrs. 
Scot i is fo warm an advocate: he is 
4 very amiable, and a very worthy 
man. I am intimately acquainted with 
his perſon and his character, and I 
think him a man whom few women 
can diſlike. I am perſuaded, indeed, 
that your preſent refuſal of him ariſes 
from your not having had a proper 
opportunity of knowing his diſpoſi- 
tion, of ſeeing the various accompliſh- 
ments of which he is maſter. 


Allow yourſelf a little time for con- 
fideration, to ſtudy a character truly 
deſerving of your eſteem ; and remem- 
be it was entirely owing to Mr. 
arlow's not being thoroughly ac- 
quainted with your merit, __ he 
refuſed you. | 


0 aught by a beautiful exterior, which 
charmed his fancy, he ſuffered his ima- 
gination to take the lead, never con- 

; idering, 


| 
| 


C 7.4 
Kdering, that if the heart is net 
warmly affected, the attachment can 


neither be durable nor ſincere: and 


will you not act juſt as indiſereetly 
if yon permit your fondneſs for this 
Marlow to run away with you? You 
will even do worſe than he has done; 
for his liking Miſs Walton, who was, 
he ſaw, handſome, and whom he be- 
hieved to be good, cannot be ealled 
a fault: as he was not under any 
actual engagement at that time, he 
was, conſequently, free to chuſe; but 
you may, by partially diſtinguiſhing 
him -noxw, jained as he is by the moſt 
ſolemn ties to another, withdraw his 
affections from his wife, and by ſuch 
a conduct not only render them, but 
yourſelf too, miſerable. You will diſ- 

appoint very worthy relations on his 
fide and your own: you will alſo de- 
prive Sir Anthony of the happineſs of 
your hand, and yourfelf of a lover 
ny way defirable. You will tell 


1 me, 


1 

me, perhaps, that I talk like a per- 
fon who has never /aved—Be that as 
it may, I now diveſt myſelf of every 
idea relating to my own affairs: 1 
think only for you, and I hope I ſhall 
prevail on you to ſee with my eyes, 
to give up all thoughts of the man 
| who never can deferve you, and to 
accept of him who will do every 
thing, I venture to ſay, in his power, 
to make you as happy as you are 
wiſhed to be by | 


Your ſincere Bien 


HENNIETTA Savnpens. 
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LETTER XEXVIHOE 
Miſs HASTINGS to Mrs. SAUNDERS; 


Return you the -many thanks, my 
1 dear Henrietta, to which your laſt 
very. triendly letter is entitled; I am 
extremely willing to follow the ſalu- 
tary advice contained in it, to the 
utmoſt of my power. 1 ſhould, how- 
ever, injure Sir Anthony ftill more 
than myſelf, were I to conſent to make 
him miſerable, . by giving him a wife 
who cannot feel that affection for 
bim, which he e deſerves. 


As to wha regards Mr. 8 
think I can promiſe, that | will not 
encourage an inclination in . myſelf, 
which ought certainly to be ſuppreſſed 
with the greateſt care. _ 
N You 


1 74 3 

You are miſtaken, however, in ſup- 
poſing that he looks upon me in any 
other light than that of a friend. As 
a friend I. muſt ever eſteem him; 
and I hope, and believe, that I ſhall 
never 'go beyond the bounds which 
friendſhip allows of. My friendſhip, 
indeed, ſeems to be more wanted by 
him than ever, to ſupport him under 
the new troubles which he, I fear, 
experiences; by finding Mrs. Martow 
tefs attached to him than he could have 
imagined it poffible for her to be 
Les, Henrietta, he now wants all = 

attention I am capable of paying him him 
it 18 juſtly his due: the tete las 
of his great ſolicitude about me, when 
I' firſt came down, labouring under a 
double load of ill health, and worſe 
ſpirits, which was of no ſmall ſer- 
vice to me, will not ſuffer me to be 
inattentive to him. Can I, remem- 
bering What he has done for me, do 
leſs than try every method in my 
power 


_ KT ns. .3 
power to remove his melancholy ? a 
melancholy which, if ſomething is 
not ſ.on done to relieve him, may 
prove a tal. 


That you may be aſſured I deſigp 
to continue his Friend only, J have ſo 
far liſtened to Sir Anthony? s intreaties, 

as to tell him very ſincerely, that if 
| he can gain my heart he ſhall have 
it. Perhaps you may diſapprove of 
this | proceeding z but indeed, Henri- 
etta, he begged | ſo earneſtly to be per- 
mitted to keep up an acquaintance 
with me, which gaye. him fo much 
real pleaſure, that 1 knew not well 
how to refuſe him, though 1 ſaw, 
at the ſame time, that my compliance 
with his wiſhes might ſubject me Pp 
cenſure. 


1 told Sir Anthony ſo.—* You will 
Probably (added I) accuſe me your- 
14 WP 


176 ] 
ſelf A, of giving” you | falſe 
hopes. 


His reply was fo polite, and at the 
ſame time ſo fatisfaCtory, that I could 
not condemn myſelf for what I had 
ſaid. I think I am no flirt, my dear; 
and yet I find a pleaſure in conver- 
ſing with theſe gentlemen, which may 
occaſion my being diſtinguiſhed by 
that appellation. But ſurely I am not 
here actuated by cenſurable motives ! 
J was firſt. taught to look upon Mr. 
Marlow as a man poſſeſſed of every 
amiable accompliſhment, and conſe- 
quently deſerving of my ſincereſt 
eſteem: that eſteem I could not, on 
any account, withhold from him, and 
it has ſince increaſed into a kind of 
ſiſterly affection for him, on his be- 
coming an object of compaſſion. 


You will ſay, perhaps, that I feel 
pity for him becauſe he is amiable; 
but 


| 4 

but 1 think you know me better: 1 
pity every living creature in diſtreſs; 
and you will certainly own, that ſuch 
a man as Marlow diſtreſſed has a 
juſter claim to it than any other per- 
ſon you can mention. Give me leave, 
therefore, to beſtow my pity on him 
- moſt freely: my whole aim is to make 

him happy, by endeavouring to re- 

move his . forrow ; at leaſt by 5 
| DAE it. | 


Ws Mrs. Marlow would but take 
the ſame pains to render him happy. 
my attentions would be unneceſſary. 
Till that hour arrives he muſt not 
want any aſſiſtance, any conſolation, 
which can be afforded him by - 


Your fincere friend, 


SOPHIA HASTINGS. 


BTH B41 MK. 
M. MARLOW to Col. ASCOT. 


M* fituation becomes intolerable. 


I ſee Sophia almoſt every hour 
and every hour * her liſtening to the 
moſt amiable man in the world: 
yet at the ſame time ſhe ſmiles at me 
in ſuch a manner as almoſt to de- 
prive me of my reaſon. I can nei- 
ther bear to ſtay, and ſee her bleſs 
another with her charming converſa- 
tion; nor can I deny myſelf, by with- 
drawing from her, the enchanting 
delight I feel in ſeeing her and hearing 
her: yet the civilities ſhe ſhows Sir 
uu fill me with a thouſand 

terrors— 
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terrots I canngt ſupyort 1 the dane 
of her, 9 day Some to be h us. 


I now chink it ene abt 


that ſhe will be his, as I perceive 
their intimacy increaſes; and though 
1 hate Hir Aythopy, as he is likely 
to deprive me of all that I doat on, 
I muſt however do him the juſtice 
to own that he has great merit; fo 
much, indeed, that I cannot expect 
her to be blind to it; neither is ſhe, 
I am certain, blind to it. I cannot 
reaſonably deſire her to reject ſo agree- 
able a man, as it is not in my power 
to make her happy.; but when 1 per- 
ceive that ſhe is only tolerably polite 
to him, I hate myſelf, and all the 
world, except her. 


In the midſt of this frenzy of 
paſſion I am obliged to conceal my 
inc from: every body; to you 
þ alone 


. 


1 
ſ WP "Hh 
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4 
1:38 


i 1d 
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| . 
alone I open my heart. Did I not 
ſometimes communicate my ſenſations 
to you, they would burſt the over- 
charged boſom of 


: 
4 


a 5; vaur 


CranLes MArLow. 


r XL. 


Col. ASCOT to Mr. MARLOW: 


OUR gs complaints, my 
dear Charles, have affeted me 
very much—I pity you extremely, 
as you are hurrying yourſelf, and the 
object of your paſſion, into a very 
dangerous ſituation I pity you both 
extremely ; the more, as you ſeem both 
to be inſenſible of your errors. You are 
: guilty, believe me, of a capital error, 
by ſuppoſing that you can hourly ſee, 
hourly converſe with an amiable wo- 
man, who diſcovers no averfion to you, 
ſafely, and carry your admiration juſt 
as far as it ought to go, and no far- 
ther. —Impoſſible! Such a paſſion as 
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' your's* cannot be kept within bounds ; 
all your efforts to conceal it will be 
vain_.and idle: and Whenever it is 
diſcovered, as it certainly will one day, 
in what a ſituation will you then be? 
and what will Miſs Haſtings think 
of the man who dares affront her 
with chis ;paſhon.?—a paſſion, that muſt 
be a criminal one, as you are mar- 
Tied. -, Conſider, therefore, ere it be tg 
late, that yu muſt not only let 
yourſelf, by ſuch a condutt, in * 1 
body's eſteem, but render yourſelf 
deſpicable .in the opinion of, the wo- 
man whoſe, eſteem .you are moſt 1 
a d preſerving. 


15 1 jon A any ching, chat myſt 
Ps Man of ſenſe and honour, mere 
Men the being thought lightly . of by 
acweman of underſtanding and merit: 
and c:certginly; every thing, chat can 
inthe leaſt, Ahure the peace and re- 
unden; or Kley, of ſuch a woman, 
N | muſt 


(abs 3 
| muſt not only fink him greatly in ber 
Ps. 008 . bim in to Ll 


Take care then, e len Miſs 
Haſtings: diſeover What, though you 
affect to hide it, you may ſecretly 
deſire ſhould be en: but remember, 
at the ſame time, that the moment 
ſhe encourages your flame, ſhie becomes 
A partner in your crime; that is, ſhe 
ceaſes to be worthy of your attention. 
You will then not only loſe the 
regard of all men of honour, and 
women of virtue, but drag your So- 
phia down with you” to the abyſs of 
affliction and contempt. I have thought 
it neceffary to remind you of this; 
but Lam afraid you'-wiWnot conſider 
What an effect the violenee-6f your 
paſſion, or the +raſhneſs of a- diſeevery 
of it, may have upon the Woman 
whom you pretend to love, and whom 
cor as "belive ur hu Sd ef. 4 
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apparently, advantageous ones. 
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I haye met, by mere accident, with 
a moft amiable woman, a Mrs. Saun- 
ders, who, with no pretenſions to 
beauty, is more pleaſing than many wo- 
men who have the moſt regular features, 


and the moſt, delicate complexions : 


ſhe has a very ſolid underſtanding, and 
has been, I am told, very lively. The 
loſs of an agreeable huſband, though 


many years older than, herſelf, has, 
ir ſeems, greatly lowered her, ſpirits, 


which, before. that event, rendered her 
converſation doubly entertaining. 


She is, however, at preſent, in my 
opinion, ſo uncommonly agreeable, 


that I am not ſure ſhe has prevented 


me from ghinking ſeriouſly of any 


other woman, though I have but lit- 


tle reaſon to hope that ſhe will give 


me any. encouragement to think of 
ber, as ſhe has refuſed a great number 


of offers, among which were many, 
She 
rejects 


L ). 

reje s all her admirers by telling them, 
that after having been uncommonly 
happy with Mr. Saunders, ſhe cannot 
think of a ſecond marriage. By this 
reaſon for not marrying again, - ſhe 
renders herſelf ſtill more amiable ; in 
15 _ 


As ſhe was fo Be a * 


2 Mr. Saunders, ſhe will, neceflarily, 


think, make a ſecond huſband 


rare no that ſhe will never 
conſent to give her hand a ſecond 
time to a man whom ſhe cannot 


eſteem.—I ſhould not like a woman 


ready to run into the arms of a new 


lover, whilſt ſhe had Hardly ** 


her old one. 


. I know you have many objections 
to a widow, and, | believe, I have the 


ſame; but there are ſo many charms 
in this widow, charms which I never 


met in any other woman, that I am 
| ſtrongly 
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Aronply: impelled to love her: 1 can- 
not, indeed, help loving her; nor ſhall 
J endeavour to help it, till ſhe poſi- 
tively forbids me: and even in that 
taſe I'da not know how far her com- 
mands are to be obeyed. I am ſcarce 
clear, to ſay the truth, about any thing 
in which be is concerned; ſo much 


has the diſturbed the ideas of 
Four fingers friend. 
4 er ec 220+ : 8. Axcor, 
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| Ms MARLOW 1 ASCOT. 


Alon every ching chat you have 
1 .faid to be juſt; yet Tam not ca- 
| — 4 of acting agreeably to my wiſhes. 
My paſſions and my reaſon are at va- 


riance; nor can I, by any means, 


bring myſelf to be tolerably con- 
tented with my wife: ſhe does not, 


indeed, in the leaſt enoourage me to 


be contented with her; but were ſhe 
better than ſhe is, I could nor, I fear, 
having ſeen, having felt the difference 
between her and Miſs Haſtings, look 


upon her in the light 1 did before. 


To be fincere, 9 whole ſoul is full 
of 
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tenderneſs I cannot help feeling for 
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of Sophia : never, never was there 2 
woman ſo perfectly amiable! Yet, 
had Clara really loved me, had ſhe. 
always behaved to me in an affection- 
ate manner, and diſcovered a taſte for 
domeſtic pleaſures, I had never been 
diſſatisfied with her; nor ſhould I have 
ſighed after another - not even after 
the lovely Sophia herſelf, whom I 
might, whom I muſt have admired ; 
but whom, in ſuch a fituation, I ſhould 
not, I imagine, have thought of in 
the way I now do. Now, indeed, I 
can hard think of any thing but 
Ber; and the ſtruggles I have endured 
between love and honour are almoſt 
100 much ſor me. 


I am very ſenſible that I do not 
pay a proper regard to the ſolemnity 
of the oath I took with reſpect to my 
wife, and that I ſhall highly injure 
Sophia in diſcovering the extreme 


her, 
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her, as I am already married: I ought 
not to think of her but as a friend, 
though my heart loves her. 


However, dying as I am for this 
angelic creature, were my Clara toler- 
ably decent in her behaviour to me; 
were ſhe indifferent to Sir George, 
and as fondly attached to me, as 1 
firſt believed her to be; I would this 
moment make the utmoſt effort in 
my power to baniſh Sophia from my 
mind, and reſtore Clara to the affec- 
tion I promiſed her, the affection 
which would then become juſtly her 
due ; but while ſhe devotes her whole 
time to Sir George, while ſhe ſeeks 
to pleaſe bim alone, while ſhe 
plainly ſhows that ſhe only married 
me for a mere convenience, I think I 
am at liberty to indulge myſelf in the 
full and  exquifite enjoyment of So- 
phia's friendſhip. 


In 


— 9 } 
1 7 
"Th ContixuaTioOn. 
My thoughts were ſo entirely en- 
tirely engaged by Miſs Haſtings, that 
I quite forgot what. you told me about 
your, fair widow, not having the copy 


3 


of your letter, by me when I anſwered 


it. I now recollect that ſhe is a 


correſpondent of Sophia's; by her 
means I hope to learn the ſentiments 


of that amiable creature relating to 


Me. 


I alſo forgot to tell you Mrs. Mar- 
low and her mother qvuarrelled ſo 
violently, that the latter has left Weſt- 
bury-Green—She is gone to London. 


; Clara, therefore, will now give her- 


felf up to every kind of diffipation, 


as ſhe has no check upon her 
conduct: for y part, I have done 
talking to her. In the firſt Place, my 
talking to her only ſerved to irritate 


her 


E 
her againſt me: in the ſecond place, 


my own co nſciencę xeproached me for 
the preference I could not help giving 


to Miſs Haſtings; a preference, of 


which ſhe is, "indeed; highly deſerving : 

but as the certainty, that I ought not 
now to think of her, throws a damp on 
all my preſent enjoyments, I can 


neither ſay nor do any thing with 


ſpirit; with that ſpirit which uſed 
to - diſtinguiſn 1 


Vours, 
Still moſt e 


| CaarLtes MarLOWs 
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LJ Ti TEK XLII. 
Mrs. MARLOW to Mis JENNER. 


Am ſenſible that you have —_ 

reaſon to complain of my not 
writing: the truth is, I have been ſo 
much engaged lately, that it has not 
been in my power. 


I want at preſent to know if you 
have been in town lately; if you 
have ſeen my mother fince ſhe left 
Weſtbury-Green. You muſt know 
that wwe have had a violent quarrel, 
which has ſent her to London in a 
great hurry. Would you believe it ? 
the wanted to tutor me juſt like a 
child. I could not put on a cap, or 


a gown, or wear, or do any thing, 
but 


: CEE. 
but what ſhe thought proper: Now 
that was intolerably teafing: in ſhort, 
there was no enduring it, 


T told her plainly, therefore, that 
I would bear it no longer; and that 
I was of an age to ſay and do what 
I pleaſed : beſides, as I was married, 
I certainly was not obliged to give 
any body an account of my actions; 
I told her ſo, adding, that I was my 
own miſtreſs, and would not be di- 


rected by any perſon breathing. 


Sbe replied, © That no woman who. 
was married could be her own miſ- 
treſs; that I owed every thing to my 
huſband, and that it was my duty to 
obey him in every thing, and to do 
juft what he pleaſed, It is very clear 
(continued ſhe) that you perform not 
your duty as a good wife, as Mr. 
Marlow has complained of your be- 
haviour, which is certainly too free to 

Vo“. I. K men 
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men in general, to Sir IK in par- 
ticular,” 

Did you ever in your life hear ſuch 
A Pack of nonſenſical ſtuff? As if a 
woman muſt neither be looked at, nor 
ſpoke to, nor look nor ſpeak again, 
becauſe ſhe is married: if that is the 
caſe, I am ſure we had better never 
be married as long as we live. | 


A huſband is ſoon Ay of the 
handſomeſt wife in the world: at 
leaſt, I find that my huſband is tired 
of me—1 had rather be dead than 
always directed by one, and ſnubbed __ 
by another, 


J married to be happy; and there 
is no being happy if people do not 
live as they like, and do as they pleaſe. 
1 really could not have believed, that 
when I married to have liberty, I 
mould have leſs than 1 had before; 

and 


11 9811 
abc Ibs 1 told my mother: I told her 


too, that I really thought he had no- 


thing to do with me: and happening 


to add, that nobody but Mr. Marlow . 
had any right to call my conduct 
in queſtion, | ſhe immediately replied, 
«It is by Mr. Marlow's own deſire 


that I now ſpeak to you, and in this 
manner, as he has talked to you him- 
ſelf to no purpoſe. 


4 


This ſpeech, you may be ſure, 


provoked me beyond all patience—1 
flounced out of the room, after tell- 
ing her that I would not be perpe- 
tually found fault with, and adding, 
that if ſhe' ſaid any thing more to 


me about Sir George Dalton, en 
never ſee: ——_ again. * 

1 kept: 1 i went not to 
Weſtbury-Green for above a links * 
week, 


EM enn LO! H muede gy 9! 
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When my. mather called at Hilf. 
down, my ſervants told her, by my 
orders, that I Was not at home, She 
found an opportunity however to 


ſpeak to Mr. Marlow, who, in his = 


turn, quaxrellied with me about 
her: I vas then determined to get 
rid of them both, and have ſince ſpent 
the greateſt art of my time with Sir 
George, on purpoſe to vex them. 


My mother, after having forced: her- 
ſelf in upon m. one day, in ſpite of all 
my. precautions, and blubbered as if 
ſhe was half killed, without affecting 
me in che leaſt, ſer out * _ : 
the; eee. bist £ 


1 have. dend a FOE this: 
that time: but T ſhould be glad to 
know 1if; you have met withrher, and 
if the: has: ſaido any thing ahont n. 


I dare ſay, Sukey, if you was mar- 
ried ta /a man of fortune, you would 
not 


A 97 

not chuſe to have your mother al- 
ways ordering and directing you liks 
a baby, and bfammg every thing 
you ſaid antl did. It 1s really quite 
ridiculous — But if other people will 
ſobmit to being *treateU like a fool, 
ſuch treatment is by no means * 
able to SET, 


Your alloctionate 


th alt Cin vate. 
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LETTER XIII. 


10. MARLOW to | Col. ASCOT. 


HAT Vill become of me, 
*V'V Afcot? - Miſs Haſtings will 
100 give herſelf to Sir Anthony: 

he follows her every where, and ſhe 
actually ſeems pleaſed with his atten- 
tions. She ſat with him alone above 


an hour yeſterday in the temple at 


Weſtbury-Green. 


In the evening we had a litt'e 
party on the water—he was the per- 


ſon who helped her into the boat; 


for him ſhe made room, that he might 
be by her fide, though ſhe ſaw me 
look as if 1 was juſt expiring with 


"T2 "He es deſpair, 


- 


- 
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deſpair, at the preference with which 
the honoured him, at her permitting 
him to talk to her almoſt all the 
time in the boat, and even to hold 
her hand, without once offering 
to withdny it, Diſtraction I was 
hardly able to breathe. — At laſt, find- 
ing myſelf quite overcome, I ſunk 


d,wn—T cannot deſeribe what J felt; 


E only know that my ſenſations were 
the moſt painful I had ever felt in 
" life. 


00 at that moment I found my- 
felf relieved - by one of the ſweeteſt 
voices in the world “ Bleſs me! Mr. 
Marlow, what is the matter with 
muy” _ ] 5 ; , 


— Opening my eyes immediately, 1 


ſaw Miſs Haſtings ſtanding cloſe by 
me, with looks of the tendereſt com- 
paſſion, and in an attitude which pe- 


. ate my foul. 
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1 looked at her again in.a manner 
which ſhowed how exceedingly I was 
touched by her behaviour; nor could 
I hinder myſelf from ſeifing her hands, 
from preſſing them between mine. I 
longed, indeed, to carry them to my 
lips with rapture, but I thought I 
ſhould have been guilty of too great 
A :preſumption—I dared not to take 
ſuch a liberty. What I bad done, 
was, I ſoon, perceived, conſidered as an 
improper freedom; for poor Sophia's 


neck and face were like crimſon : her 


confuſion was certainly occaſioned by 
ſomething in my looks, as I have 
frequently taken women by the hands 
without diſcovering any particular 
emotions in them. I therefore imme- 
diately let her go; dreading nothing 
more than the giving zer a ſingle mo- 


ment's diſquiet. 


| Jn return, I had the delightful ſa- 
tisfaction to ſee her attentive to me 
| | for 


C 2⁰ 
for the remainder of the evenings 
Whenever, Sir Anthony wanted to take 
her hand, or to behaye-with the. leaſt 
particularity to her, {he ſnatched it 
away from him,; and if ſhe. did not 
inſtantly addreſs. herſelf to me, ſhe 
ſpoke. to Lady Cooper, Mrs. Marlow, 
or ſome other indifferent perſon.— By 
the way, Mrs. Marlow, appeared en- 
tirely regardleſs. of me: the took no 
more notice of me, indeed, thay if | 
I had not been be. . 

Had my. oe for 05 Fs as 
violent as, If Was at firſt, how miſer- 
able would her neglectful behaviour 
have made -me !. It -now only ſerved 
to ſhow me the great ſuperiority of 
Miſs Haſtings to her. However, when 
I reflected afterwards that Miſs Ha- 
tings, with all her amiable qualities, 
could never be mine; I that I could 
receive no advantage from her tender 
attentions to me, my feelings were diſ- 

K 5. agreeable 
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agreeable beyond e&preffion. Beſides; 
1 mall Undoubtedly have the "miſery 

to ſee her married to Sir Anthony, 

| ſv whom - ſhe really can afffrd: no 
faultbat all; even I, Who am his rivah, 
ea nnot ſee any in him = "nothing! 'there- 
fore, I am perſuaded, hinders her from 
accepting him directiy, but a delicate 
kind of apprehenſion; leſt ſuch a pro- 
teeding mould drive“ me ablolutely 
to deſpair=to" deſpair I Sy Heer 
I ſhould be driven, were the to be 
united to Sir Anthony: but while I 
thus acknowledge my weakneſs, (if 
ir ia weakchels 0 fig Lor cher meff 
perfect of her fex) L hate yfelf för 
being ſo inconfiſtent for beſpg 6 
oon weary of ſo bon N ee 
with, Mrs Marlow rale elite 
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And may not Mils Haſtings Babe 
the greateſt reaſon to be dilguſtec 
with me; to think me of a light, incon- 
fant temper? * had hot Clara "fer 

1455135 a A. me 


- 


ans | : 
me an example, had ſhe been as fond 
of me and a domeſtic life, as ſhe was 
of rambling and - admiration, I think 
I ſhould have been—l am ſure I ſhould 
have been—altogether incapable of 
feeling any thing more than. friend- 
ſhip for Sophia; a friendſhip which 
would have been as pure, with re- 
gard to her, as it is ſincere towards 
YOU. - 16: M749 | 4 


You have met with a Mrs. Saun- 
3 it ſeems; ſhe is very intimately 
acquainted with Miſs Haſtings : from 
her you may certainly learn whether 
her friend really, in her e pre- 
fers Nin Anthony to 
4s 1151544 Phur 
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CHARLES MARLOW. 
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LETTER XIIV. 
MIS HASTINGS to Mrs. SAUNDERS. 


Am now going to give you -the 
moſt ample reaſon to be ſatisfied 
with me, my dear Henrietta; but it 
is in conſequence of my not being 


ſatisfied with — 


I am really become quite POR 
at my own feelings, with regard to 
Mr. Marlow: I am {ſo fearful of 
giving way to them, that I muſt im- 
mediately put it out of my power to 
indulge them any longer. I will take 
your advice, which reſults, I am now 
very ſenſible, from the moſt diſinter- 
| El friendſhip. 

+ 
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I am reſolved to oblige my aut, 
and to accept of Sir Anthony Lutcher. 
« A virtuous and well-educated young 
woman ought (ſhe told me the other 
day) to have little or no partiality 
for any particular man; and that any 
man, worthy of my attention in con- 
ſequence of his merit, ought to de- 
termine me in his favour.” I thought 
ſhe was Tight, while I liſtened to 
her; but my perverſe heart rebelled 
againſt my judgment. An unexpected 
event, however, has made me reſolved 
to comply, or rather has frightened 
me into a compliance, with the WINGS 
of all 10 . . 
Wien 1- Venn o W h | 
riouſly than I had yet done on what 
my aunt had urged in behalf of Sir 
Anthony, I found it ſo juſt, that 1 
reſolved to bring myſelf to conſent to 
act agreeably to the defires of my 
oo 2 In conſequence of that 
| | _ reſolution, 


[ 206 
teſolution, I no longer oppoſed Sir 
Anthony's aſſiduities; I permitted him 
to talk to me alone, and even to take 


thoſe little decent freedoms which 


men in general think allowable when 
they make their addreſſes to the wo- 
men whom they are to marry. 


Sir William Cooper having fehemed 
a party upon the water, we were all 


ſeated in his pleaſure- boat. Sir An- 


thony, lover lke,. fitting neareſt me, 
availed himſelf of that fituation to ſay 
a number of tender things in a low 
voice to me, and to preſs my hand. 
On a ſudden I perceived Mr. Mar- 
low, who was over-againſt me, and 


who had ſcarce taken his eyes off 


me from the moment 1 entered the 
boat, turn as pale as death: he ſeemed, 
indeed, ready to fall from his . feats 
1 cannot tell you what I felt at that 
inſtant ; it is not to be deſcribed 1 
ſtarted from my ſeat -I think I. 
ſcreamed 


0 4 
0 8 
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ſereamed but I Will not be ſüte, and 
will hope, therefore, chat I did not 
J was certainly very much alarmed 
at his dangerous ſtate 3 ſo Hlarined, 
that 1 could 123 help — nd 
fears=my concern. * * 


f 
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The tender languor in bis 166k 


which! he was on the point of reco- 


vering, on my ſpeaking! to him; and 
the eagernefs with which he graſped 
my hands, quite confounded me; and 
made me ſenfible; for the firſt time, 
that I. felt too much for a man who 
Was the huſband” of another. felt 


my Face in a glow ; yet, though 


was convinced I was wrong, Mr. Mar- 
low ſeemed” to be ſo much diſordered, 
that 1 could not attend to any thing 
except him for the reft of che even- 

ing: L was not, however, fo totally 


loſt to diſcretion, as not to ſee that 


my behaviour was obſerved by the 


Company; and 1 fancied” that the 
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moſt - favourable conſtructions were 
not put upon my Hhekavieur: key Se, 
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Sr FR though. entirely beg 
lected by me, treated me with the 
greateſt conſideration and delicacy, at 
a time when he could not, I am ſen- 
ſible, be at all cee with me: for 
ed the W attention on 1 
fide, eſpecially when I was apprehen- 
five that I had expoſed myſelf to the 
cenſure of my companions, by expreſ—- 
ſing more concern than any bpdy pre- 
ſent, for Mr. Marlow; more concern 
than even Mrs. Marlow herſelf did: 
but I really thought that Mr. Mar- 
low. would have fallen over the fide 
of the boat; and the idea of his be- 
ing drowned, terrified me to ſuch. a 
degree, that I knew not What l . 
or how. I behaves. 3 69 


I am now ſuffieiently acquainted 


with the nature of my ſenſations on 
Mr, 
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Mr. Marlew's account, to pnt a top 
to the indulgence of them, leſt they 
may hurry. me into ſtill greater errors; 
errors which may be productive of 
the moſt fatal conſequences. I will 
not truſt myſelf again with a mam 
whom I have found, by having: been 
early taught to look upon him in the 
moſt amiable light, but too agreea- 
ble. I muſt learn to behold Sir An- 
thony in the fame point of view: he 
is as young, he is creckoned as hand- 
ſome, and the is at preſent unexcep- 
tionable in his behaviour. Where 
then can I make a more _— 
Choice | v - | 


k is undoubtedly the wiſh of my 
heart to remain as I am; but then 
1 ſhall poſſibly be more in Marlow's + 
way, and more tempted to diſcover 
an improper partiality for him, which 
ought not, on. any account, to be 

. encouraged; 
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encouraged: it ought to be immedi- 
ately ſuppreſſed; and I cannot more 
effectually ſuppreſs it, than by enga- 
ging myſelf with a man of ſenfe 
and merit; a man Who is, I firmly 
believe, ſincere in the affection which, 
he Profeſſes yur „Ut ? 


You maſt; I twink, my Hentletts, 
approve” of 1bis ſtep, which I am de- 
termined to take, and will immediately 
deſire Mrs. Scot to inform Sir Anthony, 
that I have no longer any objection 
to him. The. ſooner my reſolution 
is. made public, the better. Mr. Mar- 
low may then, for his own ſake as 
well as mine, avoid any farther inter- 
courſe Witch . 


"Your 
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u. MARLOW to Cal, | ASCOT. 
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juſt heard! Miſs Haftings— 
that lovely Sophia, whom, but for 


my own folly, but for my precipi- 


tate marriage, might now have been 


- mine—13”- determined to give herſelf 


to Sit Anthony. She has deſired her 
Cavin," Mes. Scet} to! publiſh | this decla- 
'rarion in his favour. What a decla- 
ration for me !/—Yet, engaged for life, 


and though married"to a woman who 


never loved. me, I ſhall, by following 
Miſs Haſtings, and endeayouring ' to 
"attrect ber ättention, render her, moſt 
me a3 miſerable As Wy 


THAT diſth&ting news * I 
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and will not ſuch a behaviour 
mean? will it not be cruel? 


The certainty, however, of her 
being abſolutely loſt to nie, quite un- 
mans me—]I feel myſelf wretched 
beyond expreſſion My head grows 
giddy, and I am ſick at heart I 
cannot bear to think of what J might 
have e W now alg. 4 


91 had fancied-—l bad Hattered * 
ſelf, that this amiable girl had felt 
ſenſations in my favour.— What a 
diſappointment But can I truly Iove 
ber, and wiſh her to ſuffer "what I 
now eridure? which muſt have been 

. the caſe, had 1 not been make 
by ſuppoſing that ſhe diſtinguiſhed 
me: yet her behaviour on the day 
in which we were in the pleaſure- 
boat, when I was juſt ready to ex- 
Pire at the preference ſhe gave to 
my happy rival, ftill convinces me 
that 
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chat the did not behold" me with in- 
difference, No, I certainly deceive” 


myſelf: it was only her compaſſion, and 


her humanity, exerted on my account; 


which made me imagine that I was 
the object of her affection; I was 


only the object of her pity and con- 


cern,-H——ns! how. deceitful are 


women !—Yet, let me not ſay ſo of 
Sophia: let: me. not confound ber 
with the undeſerving wretches who 


are not to be named with Miſs Haſt- 


ings. She 1s all gentleneſs and ten- 
derneſs of heart; and could not ſee 
even meme, who refuſed her. — feel the 
leaſt diſquiet, without flying to my 
aſſiſtance; without exerting every ge- 
nerous, tender paſſion of her ſoul in 
my behalf. Why, why did J not ſee 
all her virtues at the time my father 
ſo earneſtly urged me to addreſs her? 
I have loſt his affection, I have tied 
myſelf to a woman who married me 

| merely 
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| merely with. intereſtecl views 110 1 
"  haye deprived myſelf of the nanny 
| bleſſing this world could beſtow on 
me. I otally deprived of Miſs Haſt-⸗ 
ings, I haye nothing to do but to 
- with for 2 period to my +exiſtence— 
Life can never be ben e, * 
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